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‘Amazing’  schooner  of  faith 


By  Joe  Westbary 

On  April  23  a  breeze  filled  the  sails  It  wasn’t  void  of  sacrifice.  Tooman  commuting  to  Morro  Bay  to  work  on 
of  a  glistering  white  schooner  in  and  his  wife,  Marian,  refinanced  the  boat  during  the  week  and  back  to 
Morro  Bay,  Cdif.,  and  breathed  life  their  house  and  used  the  equity  to  Bakersfield  and  the  family  on 
into  a  dream  that  took  14  years  to  purchase  raw  materials.  “For  five  weekends. 

fulfill.  years  I  didn’t  receive  a  dime  from  Though  funds  were  never  ample. 

With  Norm  Tooman  at  the  helm,  anyone,’’  he  adds.  they  were  enough  to  maintain  some 

the  “Amazing  Grace’’  edged  into  die  But  that  doesn’t  mean  people  didn’t  semblance  of  a  construction  timeta- 
Pacific  Ocean,  away  from  moorings  freely  offer  their  opinions.  ble. 

and  skepticism  that  taunted  her  cap-  “I  could  understand  some  guy  When  he  reaches  the  Tonga  Is- 
tain  since  the  day  she  was  conceived,  down  at  the  pool  hall  discouraging  lands,  Tooman  and  hs  six-man  crew 
The  “Grace’’  had  begun  a  five-week,  me,  but  the  hard  part  was  the  sar-  plan  to  sail  from  island  to  island  on  a 
5,000-mile  voyage  in  a  new  ministry  casm  for  fellow  Christians.  rotating  basis,  distributing  Bibles  at 

to  bring  God’s  Word  to  islands  just  “Remember,  this  was  14  years  ago  cost,  helping  natives  construct  water 
east  of  Australia.  when  Bold  Mission  Thrust  had  not  and  electrical  facilities,  transporting 

The  journey  hasn’t  been  easy  for  even  been  conceived.  Unless  you  doctors  and  dentists,  and  generally 
the  50-year-old  Tooman,  a  member  of  were  a  salaried  ‘professional,’  there  winning  the  friendship  of  the  locals. 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church  in  were  no  avenues  for  lay  ministry,  I  By  laying  such  a  foundation  of 
Bakersfield.  He  and  his  family  have  was  told.’’  '  goodwill,  the  crew  hopes  to  make  in- 

endured  the  taunts  of  skeptics  from  Tooman  held  no  animosity  toward  roads  in  sharing  the  gospel, 
the  outset.  those  who  didn’t  understand  his  cal-  “There  sire  140  islsmds  in  the  Ton- 

“We’ve  been  the  butt  of  jokes  since  ling.  He  just  quietly  and  systemati-  gas  and  450  more  in  the  Fiji  grouping 
the  first  day  I  gave  my  life  to  this  cally  went  about  his  task.  He  studied  and  we  can’t  reach  them  all,  so  we 
ministry,’’ the  soft-spoken  Oklahoma  shipbuilding  and  enrolled  in  night  plan  to  have  an  ongoing  ministry 
native  concedes.^'People  don’t  ac-  classes  specializing  in  navigational 

cept  what  has  been  laid  on  my  heart  astronomy  and  radio  communica-  _ ^ 

Uon.  He  drew  his  own  blueprint  and  Ml  WmC^  JFjLSKKi 


The  voyage  of  the  Amazing  Grace,  which  began  April  23,  will  cover  5,000  miles 
befqfe  land-fall  in  American  Samoa.  (Photo  by  Joe  Westbury) 


among  12  of  them,’’  the  layman  ex¬ 
plains.  “We  hope  to  be  able  to  go 
fulltime  with  the  ministry  and  have 
Marian  join  us  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  that  will  depend  on  the  financial 
support  from  the  churches  back 
home.’’ 

It’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of  work,  but 
Tooman  has  proven  he’s  not  scared  of 
getting  his  hands  dirty. 

“Sometimes  you  have  to  bite  off 
something  bigger  than  you  normally 
would  to  know  that  (jrod  is  in  it.’’ 

(Joe  Westbary  is  associate  editor 
of  the  World  hUssion  Joamal  from 
which  the  article  was  adapted.) 


so  they  make  fun 
Much  oi  the  joking  has  centered  began  construction  by  himself, 
around  his  building  such  a  large  ves-  Tooman  handtooled  virtually 
sel  in  his  backya^,  140  miles  from  evoy  part  of  the  schooner.  The  only 
the  ocean.  exertion  was  the  engine,  which  he 

“When  I  was  in  the  Navy  I  came  to  rebuilt, 
know  and  love  the  islanders  and  it  Slowly  the  boat  began  to  take 
gave  me  an  opportunity  to  think  shape.  He  picked  up  jobs  to  raise 
about  how  my  particular  skills  could  money  for  the  work,  and  his  wife  en- 
be  useful  to  them.  Years  later,  I  saw  rolled  in  college  to  pursue  a  nursing 
an  article  in  National  Geog-  degree  to  support  the  family, 
raphic  .  .  ,  and  felt  God’s  urging  “When  he  b^an  he  told  me  it  would 

even  stronger.’’  take  three  years  to  complete.  Seven 

The  problem  was  how  to  get  from  years  passed  before  we  could  get  it 
island  to  island  on  a  regular  basis,  out  of  the  backyard  and  move  it 
The  solution,  he  decided,  was  to  build  across  state  to  the  harbor,’’  Mrs. 
a  floating  base  of  operation.  Tooman  says. 

The  work  began  in  1970  when  Like  a  20th  century  Noah<Tooman 
Tooman,  $2,000  in  debt  and  without  worked  around  his  scaffolding  and 
enough  money  to  buy  wood  for  put  flesh  on  his  dream.  By  the 
sawhorses ,  committed  himself  to  the  seventh  year  he  had  exchanged  about 
vision.  Armed  at  the  start  with  only  a  16,000  hours  for  a  sleek,  65-foot 
toolbox,  he  saw  the  project  grow  to  a  schooner  weighing  57  tons.  At  his 
cash  outlay  of  more  than  $200,000  and  wife’s  suggestion  it  was  named 
a  finshed  product  valued  at  nearly  “Amazing  Grace.’’ 

$300,000.  1  Thei)  came  the  seven  long  years  of 


Population 
edges  upward 


WASHINGTON  (EP)-The 
world's  population  is  edging  to¬ 
ward  the  five  billion  mark,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  World  Population 
Data  Sheet  released  this  month  by 
the  Washington-based  World  R^ 
ference  Bureau.  The  present 
population  is  estimated  to  be 
4,762,000,000. 

That  total  is  double  the  number 
of  people  on  earth  at  the  end  of 
World  War  II.  If  global  population 
continues  to  increase  at  its  normal 
rate  of  1.7  percent,  it  will  be  six 
billion  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
according  to  Carl  Haub,  a  demog¬ 
rapher  who  prepared  the  study 
with  Mary  Kent. 

In  1983,  world  population  in¬ 
creased  by  85  million  over  the  1962 
total. 
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With  steady  hands  on  the  schooner's  compass.  Norm  Tooman  has  set  his  sights 
on  a  ministry  in  the  South  Pacific.  (Photo  by  Joe  Westbury) 
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Father’s  day  tribute 


Sunday  is  Father’s  Day,  and  this 
will  be  the  occasion  for  at  least  a  brief 
tribute  to  my  own  father,  M.  T. 
McGregor,  a  Baptist  preacher  for  56 
•  of  his  82  years.  And  the  days  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  D-Day 
memorials  provide  a  significant  set¬ 
ting  for  such  a  tribute,  for  he  was  an 
Army  chaplain  in  the  staging  area  in 
England  as  preparations  were  being 
made  for  the  invasion.  He  was  there 
also  on  D-Day  to  minister  to  the 
wounded  as  they  came  back  across 
the  English  Channel. 

He  spent  a  great  deal  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  war  not  knowing  of  my 
whereabouts  or  even  if  I  were  alive; 
and  he  took  a  stormy  plane  ride  from 
England  to  France  where  he  learned 
that  I  had  made  my  way  back  into 
American  control  and  was  at  Le 
Havre,  France.  He  arrived  the  day 


after  I  had  sailed  for  home. 

His  pastorates,  all  in  Texas,  were 
small  but  significant.  He  is  still,  after 
more  than  40  years,  very  fondly  re¬ 
membered  in  the  small  West  Texas 
town  of  Mertzon,  where  I  went  to  high 
school.  From  there  he  joined  the 
Army  as  a  chaplain. 

Following  the  war  he  earned  a 
master’s  degree  in  Bible  at  Baylor 
and  was  enrolled  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  when  he  was  called  as  di¬ 
rector  of  missions  for  Hope  Associa¬ 
tion  in  southwestern  Arkansas.  He 
stayed  there  22  years  until  retire¬ 
ment  in  1970. 

Additional  significant  ministry  oc¬ 
curred  as  he  served  in  several  in¬ 
terim  pastorates  following  retire¬ 
ment.  He  was  sort  of^stor-in- 
residence  for  his  own  church.  Beech 
Street  in  Texarkana,  during  the  in¬ 


terim  pastorate  of  a  college  professor 
from  Ouachi^  Baptist  College. 

He  now  lives  in  Mississippi.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  death  of  my  mother  in 
1979,  he  moved  to  five  beautiful  acres 
near  Raymond. 

What  will  my  life  amount  to? 
Everyone  can  draw  his  own  conclu¬ 
sion  about  that.  What  was  the  extent 
of  my  father’s  influence?  Considera¬ 
ble. 

There  is  no  measuring  the  influ¬ 
ence  for  good  that  can  come  from  a 
godly  father.  Our  times  demand  the 
best  that  our  fathers  have  to  give,  and 
the  future  demands  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  pay  attention  to  the  influence 
that  is  theirs. 

My  father’s  three  grandchildren 
and  their  spouses  and  his  six  great¬ 
grandchildren  all  have  wondered  at 
times  if  perhaps  it  were  not  he  who 
hung  the  moon. 


■iiiiw 


THE  FATHER-SON  WALK 


I  HAVE  NO  yyi  than  to  heais  th/ct  mv  childctn 

WALK  iNTeirTM*  _ 


As  the  40th  anniversary  of  D-Day 
passed  last  week  (June  6),  a  great 
deal  of  interest  was  generated  in  the 
news  media  relating  to  remem¬ 
brances  of  the  day  itself  and  to  the 
memorial  emphases  that  were  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  Normandy  beaches  in 
France  where  the  invasion  of  Europe 
by  allied  forces  took  j>lace  in  1944. 

Perhaps  it  is  good  to  pause  for  a 
thought  about  that  eventful  day  in 
world  history.  We  should  remember 
the  bravery  and  sacrifices  of  the  men 
who  participated  in  the  landings. 
They  did  it  in  the  name  of  liberty,  and 
religious  liberty  is  a  very  precious 
aspect  of  that. 

I  cannot  imagine  how  it  was  on  the 
Normandy  beaches.  I  was  in  combat 
in  France,  received  the  purple  heart 
for  wounds,  and  got  captured;  but  I 
don’t  believe  any  of  my  experiences 
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The  D- 

would  compare  with  those  of  D-Day. 
The  nig^t  I  was  captured  and  thought 
that  my  life  would  end  any  minute,  I 
found  myself  at  peace;  but  I’m  not 
sure  I  would  have  had  the  samecom- 
posure  on  those  beaches. 

The  war  was  already  underway; 
and,  for  it  to  be  won,  those  sacrifices 
had  to  be  rnade.  We  should  honor 
those  who  made  them. 

As  all  of  the  material  was  written 
recently  about  D-Day,  however, 
there  were  two  dominant  thoughts. 
The  first  was  to  express  the  hope  that 
mankind  has  learned  that  war  is  not 
the  way  to  settle  differences  between 
nations.  That  seems  to  be  a  forlorn 
hope  to  some  extent,  but  at  least  we 
have  had  no  additional  full-scale  con¬ 
frontation  such  as  that  one  was  since 
it  ended  30  years  ago.  The  Normandy 
invasion  was  the  event  that  hastened 

Guest  opinion  . 


Day  remembrance 


greatly  the  ending  of  that  war. 

The  second  thought  is  peiliaps  even 
more  significant.  As  testimonies  of 
experiences  were  recounted  by  those 
who  were  there,  the  fact  of  a  faith  in 
the  Lord  and  his  ability  to  care  for  his 
children  was  repeated  again  and 
again.  That  one  was  just  about  right 
who  said,  “There  are  no  atheists  in 
fox  holes.’’  I  can  certainly  identify 
with  that  part  of  the  Normandy  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  main  thing  we  need  to  re¬ 
member  is  that  while  the  Lord  does 
care  for  his  children  and  has  infinite 
ability  to  take  care  of  us,  he  never 
intended  that  we  would  settle  our  dif¬ 
ferences  by  shooting  at  each  other. 

Were  there  Christians  among  the 
Germans?  Without  question.  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  more 
than  an  empty  slogan  that  the  com¬ 


mander  of  my  prison  camp  had  on  a 
big  belt  buckle  as  a  part  of  his  un¬ 
iform  that  proclaimed,  “(xott  mit 
uns’’  (God  with  us). 

Well,  we  won  and  his  side  lost;  buti 
hope  he  was  treated  kindly  after  it 
was  all  over.  He  treated  us  kindly, 
though  firmly,  while  we  were  in  his 
charge;  and  be  may  indeed  have 
been  responsible  for  my  survival. 

He  tried  to  take  care  of  us.  He 
bought  food  on  the  black  market  to 
give  us  a  little  something  to  eat  where 
there  would  have  been  almost  no¬ 
thing  otherwise.  And  I  still  re¬ 
member  his  statement  through  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  “If  you  will  just  listen  to 
me,  we  will  all  go  home  when  this  is 
over.”  Three-fourths  of  his  original 
charge  of  200  paid  attention  and 
walked  away  when  the  shooting  fi¬ 


nally  stopped. 

And  so,  after  40  years,  my  own 
statement  is  in  print  for  the  first 
time.  My  mother  used  to  say  that  I 
should  write  a  book  —  about  the  time 
I  almost  shot  a  cow  because  I  couldn’t 
see  what  I  was  hearing,  how  some  on 
guard  duty  in  towns  in  the  combat 
area  challenged  only  those  who  could 
speak  English,  and  how  the  U.S.  of¬ 
ficer  one  night  in  a  French  border 
town  named  Steige  that  was  popu¬ 
lated  by  Germans  didn’t  stop  for  my 
oral  challenge  but  did  stop  when  he 
heard  the  bolt  thrown  on  the  sub¬ 
machine  gun. 

But  who  wants  to  read  a  book  about 
war? 

Maybe  we  can  learn  a  lesson  from 
D-Day  and  its  remembrance  40  years 
later  and  manage  someway  to  get 
along  without  wars. 


Baptist  Student  Ministry: 

a  Southern  Baptist  treasure 

By  Cliester  E.  Swor 


My  first  contact  with  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  occurred  just  one  year 
short  of  sixty-years  ago— in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  1925  as  I  entered  Missis¬ 
sippi  (College;  and,  in  the  almost  six 
decades  which  have  followed,  I  have 
had  the  inspiring  privilege  of  close 
contact  with  this  Southern  Baptist 
ministry  on  the  college  and  univer¬ 
sity  campuses  of  our  nation.  In  my 
teaching/counseling  years  on  the 
Mississippi  (College  campus  one  of 
my  responsibilities  was  the  directing 
of  the  religious  life  of  the  campus, 
and  the  BSU  Council  was  the  student 
group  responsible  for  planning  and 
coordinating  the  program  of  student 
religious  activities  of  the  college. 
Beyond  my  on-campus  teaching  and 
counseling  years,  much  of  my  work 
has  been  sponsored  on  the  campuses 
by  the  Baptist  Student  Union;  there¬ 


fore,  it  has  been  possible  for  me  to 
have  a  continuing  close  association 
with  this  ministry  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists. 

EhJring  the  year  of  1963  and  through 
the  first  half  of  1964, 1  have  had  the 
wonderful  experience  of  fiUing  ap¬ 
pointments  on  fifty  campuses  from 
(Georgia  to  California  and  from  the 
Mountain  and  Mid- West  states  to  the 
Southern  tier  of  states.  It  is  from  this 
year  and  a  half  of  “saturated”  con¬ 
tact  as  well  as  from  nearly  sixty 
years  of  involvement  that  I  can  say 
with  joy  that  Southern  Baptists’  out¬ 
reach  to  the  campuses  through  its 
sponsoring  and  supporting  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Student/ Baptist  Campus  minis¬ 
try  has  given  us  a  genuine  treasure. 
So,  though  I  do  not  presume  to  “speak 
with  authority,”  I  want  to  share  with 
our  constituency  some  experiences 


and  observations  concerning  this 
outreach— called  in  various  areas  of 
our  convention  as  either  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  ( BSU )  or  Baptist  Campus 
Ministry  (BCMl _  ;  * 

Although  the  scope  and  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  BSU/BCM  program  var¬ 
ies  from  campus  to  campus,  as  does 
the  effectiveness  of  a  church  minis¬ 
try  from  church  to  church,  the  found¬ 
ing  purposes  of  the  Baptist  Student 
ministry  are  still  the  motivating 
principles: 

To  facilitate  and  enrich  spiritual 
growth,  to  win  non-Christians  to  faith 
in  Christ,  to  encourage  individual 
and  group  Bible  study,  to  magnify 
church  membership  and  loyalty,  to 
study  and  support  missions  and  to 
participate  actively  in  local,  state, 
national,  and  foreign  missions  pro¬ 
jects,  and  to  provide  wholesome 


Christian  fellowship,  providing  indi¬ 
vidual  counseling  as  needed  by  stu¬ 
dents. 

Let  me  share  some  facts  which  will 
inspire  those  of  you  who  do  not  have 
the  opportunity  to  have  close  contact 
with  the  BSU/BCM; 

1.  More  Bible  study  is  being  en¬ 
couraged  and  done  than  ever  in  the 
history  of  the  student  movement.  At 
regular  times  in  Baptist  Student  Cen¬ 
ters,  in  domitories— often  on  indi¬ 
vidual  floors,  in  some  fraternities 
and  sororities,  and  as  a  part  of  the 
programs  of  normally  secular 
groups,  BSU/BCM  is  providing  lead¬ 
ership  for  Bible  study  groups  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  continuing  em^asis  upon  in¬ 
dividual  Bible  st^y  and  prayer.  The 
results  of  this  ministry  are  seen  in 
strengthened  (Kristian  character 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Argentine  Baptists 
prepare  for  youths 


WASHINGTON  (Bp)  —  Several 
thousand  Baptist  youths  will  gather 
in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  July 
11-15,  1984,  for  the  Tenth  Baptist 
Youth  World  Conference. 

Some  80  nations  are  expected  to 
send  representatives  for  the  first 
completely  bilingual  conference, 
with  all  presentations  and  publica¬ 
tions  in  Spaitish  and  English. 

Youths  at  the  conference  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Scripture  distributiwi  to 
help  Argentine  Baptists  witness  to 
local  residents  and  be  exposed  to  cul¬ 
tures  from  throughout  the  world. 

Baptist  World  Alliance  President 
Duke  K.  McCall  and  Gerhard  Claas, 
general  secretary,  assure  parents  of 
youths  planning  to  attend  the  confer¬ 
ence  that  Buenos  Aires  is  a  very  safe 
city  for  visitors.  They  agree  it  is 
much  safer  than  many  U.S.  cities, 
particularly  at  night. 

As  part  of  welcoming  Baptist 
Youth  World  Conference  particip¬ 
ants,  officials  in  Argentina  have 
a^eed  to  permit  an  International 
Music  Festival  in  the  (Jolon  Theater, 
one  of  the  most  prestigious  opera 
houses  in  the  world. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  choirs 
from  around  the  world  will  sing  songs 
common  to  their  homeland  while 
dressed  in  native  clothes.  This  is  the 
first  time  a  religious  group  has  been 
permitted  to  use  the  Ck>lon  Theater 
for  a  music  festival. 

Those  attending  the  conference 
should  be  aware  that  the  season  in 
South  America  will  be  winter,  so  they 
should  take  warm  clothes.  Winter  in 
Buenos  Aires  is  rather  mild,  with 
temperatures  generally  in  the  low  30s 
at  night  and  in  the  50s  in  the  daytime. 


“The  Tenth  Baptist  Youth  World 
Conference  is  more  than  just  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  fellowship,”  according 
to  Denton  Lotz,  associate  secretary 
of  the  youth  department  of  the  BWA. 
“It  is  an  opportunity  to  witness  for 
the  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
will  be  a  tremendous  act  of  witness 
for  youth  from  80  countries  to  show 
the  unity  in  faith  we  have  in  Christ. 
By  sharing  their  faith,  we  feel  young 
Baptists  will  also  grow  in  their 
faith.” 

Lotz  added  the  youth  conference 
would  give,  a  visibility  to  Argentine 
Baptists  they  previously  have  not 
had.  Through  the  distribution  of 
tracts  and  Scripture  portions, 
evangelism  will  be  a  high  priority  at 
thfe  conference  in  a  country  where 
Baptists  number  28,000  out  of  a  popu- 
laticxi  of  30  million. 

A  special  tradition  of  past  youth 
world  conferences  will  be  continued 
this  year  with  the  exchanging  of  in¬ 
expensive  or  no-cost  gifts  from  the 
youth’s  native  country.  Times  will  be 
set  aside  for  this  exchange  to  give 
participants  a  remembrance  from 
another  culture. 

As  the  time  draws  closer  for  the 
conference.  Baptist  World  Alliance 
officials  have  learned  some  tour 
groups  planning  to  go  to  Buenos  Aires 
are  lacking  one  or  two  members  to 
make  a  complete  group  for  interna¬ 
tional  travel. 

To  register  for  the  Tenth  Baptist 
Youth  World  Conference,  or  to  obtain 
information  about  other  tour  groups, 
call  Denton  Lotz,  Baptist  World  Al¬ 
liance  Youth  Department, 
Washington,  DC,  (202  )  265-5027. 


Louisiana  coalition 
fights  lottery  push 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP) — A  group 
led  by  Baptist  leaders  in  Louisiana 
has  charged  state-sponsored  lot¬ 
teries  with  ethnic  exploitation, 
exaggerated  estimates  of  revenues, 
and  “hidden  agendas  and  bad  bag¬ 
gage.” 

The  (Coalition  Against  the  Lottery 
hopes  to  help  keep  Louisiana  fronn 
becoming  the  18th  state  to  approve  a 
state-run  lottery.  So  far  this  year,  lot¬ 
tery  proposals  have  been  considered 
by  state  legislatures  in  Kentucky, 
Mississippi,  New  Mexico,  and  Ok¬ 
lahoma  but  have  failed  to  gain  suifi- 
cient  support  for  passage. 

Despite  extensive  opposition  by 
Southern  Baptists  in  Missouri,  a  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  to  establish  a 
lottery  in  that  state  recently  passed 
the  legislature  and  will  be  voted  on  by 
Missouri  citizens. 

In  Louisiana  the  special  anti¬ 
lottery  coalition  includes  Nolan 
Johnston,  executive  director  of  the 
Baptist  Association  of  New  Orleans, 
pastors  of  Southern  Baptist  and  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  churches,  and  several 
members  of  state  government. 

Approximately  300  people 
gathered  recently  at  New  (Cleans’ 
First  Baptist  Church  for  a  public 


meeting  designed  to  increase  aware¬ 
ness  of  and  voice  opposition  to  pro¬ 
lottery  legislation. 

The  coalition  issued  a  10-page  posi¬ 
tion  paper,  drafted  by  Bill  Elder,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Charles  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  and  l.arry 
Braidfoot,  staff  member  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Ck)mmission  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  paper  accused  lotteries  of 
pandering  to  the  poor,  taking  “the 
most  money  from  the  ones  who  can 
least  afford  it,”  and  exploiting 
minority  populations.  It  quoted  a  di¬ 
rector  of  one  state-nin  lottery  as  re¬ 
ferring  to  lottery  numbers  games  as 
“Nigger  pool.”  It  also  reported  a 
former  Louisiana  state  senator's 
prediction  that  a  lottery  there  would 
be  successful  because  of  the  state’s 
“Cajun  population.” 

The  paper  said  “a  particular  group 
of  people  was  identified  as  a  target 
group  with  the  expectation  the  group 
would  spend  disproportionately 
large  sums  of  money.” 

Gaims  a  lottery  could  produce  an¬ 
nual  revenues  for  the  state  of  bet¬ 
ween  $350  million  and  $750  million 
were  labeled  as  “so  ridiculous  they 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Meeting  examines  ways 
to  combat  pornography 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  If 
Southern  Baptists  and  other  Christ¬ 
ians  hope  to  challenge  the  expanding 
influence  of  pornography  in  Ameri¬ 
can  society,  they  must  pressure'local 
prosecutors  to  enforce|^xisting  anti¬ 
obscenity  statutes,  advised  a  na¬ 
tional  expert  on  pornography. 

In  the  last  decade  pornography 
“has  moved  from  the  so-called  adult 
theaters  and  bookstores  to  the  comer 
grocery  and  the  family  living  room,” 
said  retired  attorney  Hinson 
McAuliffe.  Yet,  he  added,  public 
apathy  has  frequently  allowed  the 
pornography  movement  to  go  legally 
unchalleng^. 

“There  are  laws  on  the  books  that 
can  handle  the  patently  obscene 
material,  if  you  can  get  the  pro¬ 
secutors  to  act,”  he  explained.  “But 
politicians  operate  according  to  the 
will  of  the  people,  so  don’t  expect 
your  local  D.A.  (district  attorney)  to 
get  fired  up  about  violations  of 
obscenity  statutes  if  no  one  is  com¬ 
plaining  about  the  problem.” 

McAuliffe,  who  earned  a  national 
reputation  for  his  aggressive  en¬ 
forcement  of  anti-obscenity  laws  dur¬ 
ing  13  years  as  solicitor  general  for 
Atlanta’s  Fulton  Ckxjnty,  was  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  a  Consultation  on  Combat¬ 
ting  Pornography  sponsored  by  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  one-day  meeting  brought  to¬ 
gether  two  Southern  Baptist  attor¬ 
neys  an<f  a  group  of  church  and  de¬ 
nominational  leaders  to  discuss  ways 
to  help  families,  churches,  and  agen¬ 
cies  cope  more  eff^tively  with  por¬ 
nography.  ( 

Harry  N.  Hollis  Jr.,  a  Christian 
Life  C!ommission  staff  member  and 
coordinator  of  the  consultation,  noted 
pornography  is  “a  social  cancer 
which  threatens  healthy  family  life 
and  stands  as  a  major  road  block  to 
Southern  Baptists’  efforts  to 
strengthen  families.  This  persistent 
and  pervasive  problem  demeans  the 
value  and  dignity  of  males  and 
females  created  in  (jkxi's  image  and 


By  David  Wilkinson 

distorts  God’s  good  gift  of  sex.” 

Nashville  attorney  Osta  Under¬ 
wood  emphasized  pornography’s 
abuse  of  the  rights  of  women.  “Por¬ 
nography,”  she  declared,  “is  not 
manly,  masculine  or  macho.  Furth¬ 
ermore,  it  often  contributes  to  the 
psychological  motivation  for  rape, 
child  abuse,  and  other  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence.” 

Members  of  the  consultation  iden¬ 
tified  a  variety  of  fronts  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  expansion  of  pornography,  in¬ 
cluding  cable  TV,  video  cassettes, 
and  telephone  obscenity.  Also,  tele¬ 
vision  was  frequently  criticized  for 
its  “desensitizing”  of  viewers  about 
moral  issues  such  as  pornography^ 

In  discussion  of  possible  strategies, 
including' grassroots  education  and 
legislative  action,  the  local  church 
was  repeatedly  upheld  as  the  key  to 
combatting  pornography. 

“If  you’re  going  to  successfully  at¬ 
tack  this  problem,  then  you  must 
begin  with  the  churches,” 'stressed 
McAuliffe.  “We  need  to  educate  our 
people.” 


McAuliffe  laid  much  of  the  blame 
for  apathy  at  the  feet  of  the  clergy.  “I 
think  this  is  one  place  where  the 
ministry  has  failed  us,”  he  claimed. 
“(Xir  ministers  preach  the  Bible  but 
too  many  of  them  are  not  applying 
the  Bible  to  issues  of  today. 

“I  hear  preachers  say  they  don’t 
want  to  offend  or  alienate  any  of  their 
church  miembers.  Well,  if  talking 
about  evil  alienates  people,  then  we 
need  to  start  alienating  people.” 

Other  participants  in  the  consulta¬ 
tion  included  Paul  Jones,  director  of 
the  Christian  Action  Ck)mmission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention; 
Suzanne  Matheny,  Baptist  student 
minister  at  Nashville’s  Belmont  (Col¬ 
lege;  Coy  Privette,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Christian  Action  League  of 
North  Carolina ;  Jerry  Self,  public  af¬ 
fairs  consultant  for  the  'Tennessee 
Baptist  (Convention,  and  Foy  Valen¬ 
tine,  executive  director  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Life  (Commission. 

Wilkinson  writes  for  the  (Christian 
Life  Commission. ) 


Oklahomans  withdraw 
motion  to  bar  churches 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  —  A  mo¬ 
tion  to  prevent  churches  which  or¬ 
dain  women  or  practice  “speaking  in 
tongues”  being  seated  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Baptist  General  (Con¬ 
vention  of  Oklahoma  has  been  with¬ 
drawn. 

At  the  same  meeting  directors  of 
the  convention  expressed  their  confi¬ 
dence  and  appreciation  of  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University  in  Shawnee  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  recently  published  charges 
of  “heresy”  at  the  school. 

The  m^ion  to  bar  churches  from 
the  state  convention  meeting  was  in¬ 
troduced  last  November  by  Hugo 
Lindquist,  pastor  of  Bethel  Baptist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City.  It  was 
withdrawn  on  his  behalf  by  Sam 


SBC  pastors  elect 
Hawkins  president 

'Those  in  attendance  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  (Conference  in 
Kansas  City,  Monday,  elected  as  their  new  president,  0.  S.  Hawkins, 
pastor  of  First  (Church,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  Vice-president  is  Robert 
Tenery,  pastor  of  Burkemont  church,  Morgantown,  N.C. 

A  (feclare  tie  for  two  candidates  for  secretary-treasurer  caused  out¬ 
going  conference  president  (Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  (Church, 
Atlanta,  to  ask  participants  to  make  one  secretary  and  one  treasurer. 

Calvin  Miller,  pastor  of  Westside  (Church,  Omaha,  Neb.,  is  secretary; 
Tom  Melzoni  Sr.,  pastor  of  Miami  Shores  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio,  is 
treasurer. 


Pace,  director  of  missions  for  the 
Comanche-Cotton  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  in  southwest  Oklahoma. 

Pace  then  asked  that  a  study  com¬ 
mittee  be  named  to  study  all  aspects 
of  the  constitution  to  determine  if  up¬ 
dating  was  necessary  “to  reflect  the 
passing  of  time  and  doctrinal 
changes.”  The  motion  failed  when 
l^er  directors  argued  there  was  no 
apparent  need  for  changes. 

The  OBU  motion  expressed  “deep 
appreciation  and  excitement  for  the 
splendid  work  going  on  at  OBU,”  to 
the  university  president.  Fob  R. 
Agee.  The  Oklahoma  Baptist  Mes¬ 
senger  said  the  stand  was  prompted 
by  “an  article  in  an  obscure  Gmrgia 
publication  trying  to  resurrect  a  1979 
‘heresy’  paper  published  by  several 
disgruntled  OBU  students.” 

The  paper,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Journal,  is  published  by  William 
Powell  and  has  no  official  connection 
with  any  national,  state,  or  associa- 
tional  Southern  Baptist  organization. 

'The  publication  claimed  nothing 
had  been  done  about  supposed  liber¬ 
als  on  the  faculty  and  that  state  con¬ 
vention  officials  and  the  Baptist  Mes¬ 
senger  had  conspired  to  cover  up  the 
alleged  deficiencies  on  campus  and 
allowed  them  to  continue. 

.  Agee  is  writing  a  letter  to  all  state 
Baptist  pastors  answering  the 
charges  which  were  brought  to  the 
state  convention  five  years  ago. 


The  President’s  Address  Romans  1:14-16 

44 


PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 

Thoraday,  June  14, 1W4 


Debtors  to  the  World 


By  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 


James  T.  Draper,  Jr.,  48,  native  of  Hartford, 
Arkansas,  has  been  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Euless,  TX,  since  November,  1975.  He 
is  the  son  and  grandson  of  Southern  Baptist 
preachers.  He  married  Carol  Ann  Ford  and 
they  have  three  children:  Randy,  Bailey,  and 
Terri.  Draper’s  education  includes  the  B.A. 
degree  from  Baylor  University,  Waco,  TX. 
Formerly  he  was  pastor  of  churches  in  Texas, 
Missouri,  and  Oklahoma:  Steep  Hollow  in 
Bryan,  TX;  Iredell  in  Iredell,  TX;  Temple  in 
Tyler,  TX;  University  Park.  San  Antonio,  TX; 
Red  Bridge  in  Kansas  City,  MO;  and  First 
Southern,  Del  City,  OK.  He  has  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for 
two  terms,  1982-83  and  1983-84. 

In  one  of  the  most  penetrating  statements 
ever  made,  the- Apostle  Paul  commanded 
“Owe  no  man  anything,  but  to  love  one 
another”  (Rom.  13:8).  In  the  context  of  the 
passage  he  was  telling  the  Christiems  in  Rome 
to  give  to  everyone  that  is  due  them,  taxes  to 
whom  taxes  are  due,  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is 
due,  reverence  to  whom  reverence  is  due,  and 
honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  (Rom.  13:7).  And, 
we  are  to  give  love  to  each  other.  It  is  a  compel¬ 
ling  thought  that  we  are  to  give  to  all  their  due 
and  thus  be  indebted  to  none. 

Yet,  the  same  Apostle  declared  earlier,  “I 
am  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks,  and  to  the  bar¬ 
barians;  both  to  the  wise,  and  to  the  unwise" 
(Rom.  1:14).  Though  he  urged  us  to  “Owe  no 
man,”  he  declared  that  he  was  a  debtor  to  all 
mankind.  There  was  a  debt  that  he  would  al¬ 
ways  be  paying.  That  was  the  debt  of  the  (jos- 
pel.  He  owed  the  (^pel  to  the  world!  That  is 
why  Paul  continued,  “So,  as  much  as  in  me  is,  I 
am  ready  to  preach  the  gospel  to  you  that  are 
at  Rome  also.  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth”  (Rom. 
1:15-16).  The  Southern  Baptist  (invention 
stands  in  the  same  place  as  the  great  Apostle. 
We  are  debtor  to  the  world.  We  owe  the  world 
the  (jrospel! 

The  last  recorded  words  of  Jesus  Christ  be- 
fbre  his  ascension  were,  “but  ye  shall  receive 
power,  after  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  come  up<Mi 
you :  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth”  (Acts 
1:8).  The  final  words  of  Jesus  reflect  the  thing 
which  was  uppermost  in  his  heart  and  mind. 
That  thing  was  the  witness  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

We  are  not  taking  this  command  very  seri¬ 
ously  today.  We  have  talked  about  BOLD  MIS¬ 
SION,  but  we  are  not  bold !  We  cannot  pay  this 
debt  of  the  (jrospel  casually.  It  must  be  the 
heartbeat  of  our  lives.  Yet,  every  year  we  lose 
ground  in  our  own  land.  In  1954  we  baptized 
396,857  with  total  membership  of  8,169,491.  The 
population  of  the  United  States  was  163,000,0(X). 
In  1983  we  baptized  394,606  with  total  member- 
shp  of  14,185,454.  The  population  of  the  United 
States  is  approximately  235,000,000.  That  does 
not  reflect  a  boldness  about  our  debt  to  our  own 
country. 

Look  at  it  another  way.  Total  income  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches  last  year  was  13.37 
billion.  The  total  debt  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  is  $1.4  billion  and  the  annual  debt 
payment  is  $342,864,429.  Compare  that  with 
total  Cooperative  Program  receipts  of 
$272,571,144.  And  remeniber  that  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  Cooperative  Program  receipts  re¬ 
main  in  our  state  conventions.  The  amount  of 
our  Cooperative  Program  funds  going  to 
Foreign  Missions  last  year  was  $48,745,954  and 
to  Home  Missions  was  $19,395,664.  (Jur  total 
gifts  to  Foreign  Missions  were  $1 10,029,263  and 
our  total  gifts  for  Home  Missions  were 
$43,279,115.  While  these  represent  great 
amounts  of  money,  in  comparison  to  our  in¬ 


come  and  debt,  they  reveal  that  we  have  not 
really  become  bold  and  aggressive  about  our 
debt  of  the  Gospel  to  the  world. 

God’s  heartbeat  is  clearly  seen.  “The  Lord  is 
not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as  some  men 
counted  slackness;  but  is  long-suffering  to 
us-ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but 
that  all  should  come  to  repentance”  (2  Pet. 
3:9). 

I.  The  risk 

Our  debt  involves  being  willing  to  risk  all  to 
give  the  Gospel  to  the  \^ld.  We  have  become 
so  comfortable  in  our  land  today.  Our  build¬ 
ings  areplanned  in  intricate  detail.  Our  choirs 
are  beautifully  robed.  Our  ministers  are 
proper  and  well-trained.  (Xir  ministries  are. 
efficiently  conducted.  Our  denomination  is 
stable,  strong,  and  growing.  But  what  have  we 
risked  to  share  the  (jospel?  At  what  point  have 
we  been  even  inconvenienced?  The  truth  is 
that  most  of  our  church  programming  is  plan¬ 
ned  for  the  convenience  of  the  membership. 

We  talk  about  BOLD  MISSION,  but  we  have 
not  been  bold.  We  have  not  been  willing  to  risk 
to  spread  the  Gospel.  When  the  church  at 
Jerusalem  sent  Judas  Barsabas  and  Silas  to 
accompany  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  Antioch  fol-  ' 
lowing  the  Jerusalem  (Council,  they  were,  de¬ 
scribe  as  “men  who  have  ri^ed  their  lives 
for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ”  (Acts 
15:26  NAS).  Southern  Baptists  must  become 
people  like  that! 

I  stood  9,000  miles  froiV  here  just  seven 
weeks  ago  and  stood  in  thrall  of  a  missionary 
residence  when  a  phone  call  came  from  the 
missionary’s  daughter  in  Texas  telling  of  los¬ 
ing  a  child  early  in  pregnancy.  The  daughter 
had  a  child  born  dead  last  year  and  was  so 
counting  on  the  safe  arrivaJ  of  this  child.  I 
watched  as  the  weight  of  their  emotion 
weighed  heavily  upon  their  shoulders  and  lis¬ 
tened  as  they  tried  to  comfort  their  daughter 
across  those  miles.  To  be  obedient  to  God  they 
had  risked  being  unable  to  comfort  their  own 
daughter  in  a  critical  time  of  need.  And  on 
another  continent  that  risk  became  reality. 
But,  what  have  I  risked? 

I  stood  in  the  front  yard  of  another  mission 
home  in  another  coun^  and  watched  military 
helicoptors  from  a  neighboring  country  less 
than  ^  yards  away.  They  had  come  to  help 
control  the  raiding  and  killing  among  tribes¬ 
men  in  that  area.  And  our  missionaries  have 
planted  their  lives  there.  But  what  have  I 
risked? 

Through  all  the  violence  in  Lebanon,  right  at 
20  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  have  re¬ 
mained  to  minister  to  those  people  at  great 
risk  to  their  personal  safety.  But  what  have  I 
risked? 

I  prayed  with  the  young  wife  of  a  man  im¬ 
prisoned  for  his  faith  in  Jesus  (Christ  in  another 
country.  I  observed  the  tremaxious  commit¬ 
ment  in  her  life.  I  realized  that  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  in  that  place  required  a  willingness  to 
risk  everything.  But  what  have  I  risked? 

Across  the  great  urban  and  pioneer  areas  of 
this  land  the  same  commitment's  seen.  Risk¬ 
ing  isolation  from  family  and  friends,  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  security  of  the  Bible  belt,  many 
in  our  native  land  are  standing  tall  to  share  the 
(jrospel  of  (3irist.  But  what  have  I  risked? 

I  do  not  point  an  accusing  finger  at  anyone 
else.  But  each  of  us  must  face  these  questions : 
How  serious  am  I  about  the  (jrospel?  What  have 
I  risked  to  tell  the  good  news?  (Xir  debt  to  the 
world  involves  risk. 

II.  The  responsibility 

This  debt  we  owe  to  the  world  is  not  an  option 
for  us.  It  is  our  mandate  from  (Jod.  That  is  why 
it  is  so  vital  to  our  work  of  cooperation  to¬ 
gether.  We  may  call  it  missions  or  evangelism, 
but  it  is  an  inescapable  responsibility.  God  has 
placed  it  upon  us.  “Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 


C;!hrist,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  are 
passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new.  And  all  things  are  of  (Xxl,  who  hath  re¬ 
conciled  us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Cluist,  and 
hath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation ; 
to  wit,  that  God  was  in  (Christ,  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their  tres¬ 
passes  unto  them ;  and  hath  committed  unto  us 
the  word  of  reconciliation.  Now  then  we  are 
ambassadors  for  CSirist,  as  though  God  did  be¬ 
seech  you  by  us :  we  pray  you  in  Oirist’s  stead, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God”  (2  Cor.  5: 17-20). 

Tliat  is  our  assignment  from  (Xxl.  We  are  to 
be  part  of  the  reconciling,  redemptive  plan  of 
(Jod.  That  is  our  primary  assignment.  Every¬ 
thing  we  do  should  point  men  to  the  Gospel. 
Every  endeavor  in  ministry,  instruction,  etc., 
must  be  instruments  for  communicating  the 
Gospel! 

None  of  us  is  doing  so  well  in  carrying  out 
this  responsibility  that  we  can  accuse  another. 
Even  though  some  of  our  churches  are  baptiz¬ 
ing  large  numbers  of  people,  we  are  not  really 
making  an  inroad  into  the  great  unchurched 
population  of  this  land! 

And  yet  we  condemn  each  other.  The 
churches  with  fewer  numbers  condemn  the 
“super”  churches.  And  the  churches  with 
more  members  chide  the  “smaller”  churches. 
But,  big  isn’t  better— and  little  isn’t  better 
either !  It  is  faithfulness  that  God  requires  of  us 
all.  We  are  all  to  sow  seed,  cultivate  and  har¬ 
vest.  Some  labor  where  the  harvest  is  light, 
others  where  it  is  bountiful.  The  key  is  our 
commitment  to  sharing  the  (Jood  News  and 
proclaiming  the  Gospel.  Regardless  of  the 
harvest,  we  must  be  faithful  in  the  sowing  of 
our  witness.  As  we  do  that  we  can  rejoice  in  the 
faithfulness  of  the  witness,  whether  the  result 
be  sowing  or  reaping.  But  <Mie  thing  is  dear, 
every  pastor,  every  Christian  should  be  faith¬ 
fully  sharing  personal  witness  of  the  saving 
Grace  of  Jesus  (Jhrist.  The  reason  some  of  us 
feel  condemned  and  threatened  by  the  “num¬ 
bers”  of  others  is  not  that  our  numbers  are 
small,  but  that  we  know  we  have  not  made 
sharihgrthe  Gospel  a  priority  in  our  lives.  We 
have  a  mandate  from  our  (Jod. 

That  is  our  responsibility  as  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  We  must  never  let  “ministry”  be  a 
cover-up  for  laziness,  disobedience,  or  indif¬ 
ference.  We  need  to  confess  our  sin  of  irres¬ 
ponsibility  today.  None  of  us  has  perfectly  as¬ 
sumed  that  responsibility.  None  of  us  is  so 
righteous  as  to  stand  in  judgment  of  another. 
“Who  are  you  to  judge  the  servant  of  another? 
To  his  own  master  he  stands  or  falls;  and 
stands  he  will,  for  the  Lord  is  able  to  make  him 
stand”  (Rom.  14:4  NAS). 

Our  debt  to  the  world  involves  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Each  of  us  is  responsible.  Each  pastor  is 
responsible.  Each  church  is  responsible.  And 
this  denomination  is  responsible  to  make  the 
heart  of  its  program  and  ministry  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  (Jospel  to  this  lost  world.  One 
thing  is  certain;  we  cannot  escape  our  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  by  sending  our  money.  We 
cannot  pay  others  to  do  what  is  our  responsibil¬ 
ity.  It  involves  both  doing  and  giving! 

HI.  The  reality 

We  must  face  the  reality  about  ourselves. 
We  brag  about  14  million  phis  members,  but 
we  do  not  know  where  25%  of  them  are. 
Another  25%  never  attend.  Another  30%  are 
fringe  members.  Less  than  20%  of  most  con¬ 
gregations  constitute  its  base  of  support.  What 
is  reality  for  us?  Are  we  really  on  a  BOLD 
MISSION?  Are  we  really  serious  about 
preaching  the  Gospel,  winning  the  lost  and 
evangelizing  the  world? 

But  someone  says,  “Everything  we  do  is 
evangelism.”  NO!  A  thousand  times  NO!  Ev¬ 
erything  we  do  should  lead  to  evangelism,  but 
everything  is  not  evangelism.  Evangelism  is 
preaching,  teaching,  sharing  the  (Jospel  with 


the-specific  intent  of  leading  the  hearer  to  per¬ 
sonal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Everything  we  do 
should  lead  to  that  type  of  experience. 

We  must  face  the  reality  about  ourselves. 
We  have  lost  much  of  our  credibility  to  our 
world.  For  instance,  we  have  all  decried  the 
potential  for  nuclear  holocaust  in  our  world. 
Though  we  may  differ  about  bow  to  avoid  such 
a  tragedy,  we  all  stand  united  against  the  evil 
of  global  war.  In  all  of  our  wars  this  century  we 
have  lost  636,925  individuals.  Beginning  with 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  coming  down  to  the 
presoit  we  have  seen  1,160,581  killed  in  all  the 
wars  in  our  history  (1982  World  Book).  How 
tragic  we  say.  Surely  we  must  prevent  war. 
But  where  is  the  outcry  over  the  legalized  kil¬ 
ling  of  over  17  million  innocent  pre-bom  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  last  11  years?  Abortion  has  become 
a  crime  of  enormous  proportions  in  America. 
We  have  been  content  to  pass  a  few  innocuous 
resolutions  about  it,  but  as  churches  we  have 
not  been  willing  to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
unwanted  pregnancies.  We  should  have  a 
massive  ministry  of  education  for  expectant, 
unwed  mothers,  caring  for  them  through 
pregnancy  and  birth,  helping  with  adoption, 
etc.  The  reality  is  that  the  stance  of  the  church 
has  often  been  «:arcely  different  from  that  of 
our  society.  And  that  stance  cannot  lead  us  to 
effectively  pay  the  debt  we  owe. 

Where  is  our  outcry  against  the  rising  tidal 
wave  of  sensuality  in  our  media  today?  On  TV 
the  Christian  community  is  routinely 
ridiculed.  You  will  search  in  vain  to  find  a  posi¬ 
tive  picture  of  a  Christian  on  television  prog¬ 
rams  in  the  secular  media  today.  Fhmpgraphy 
in  print  has  become  a  multi-billien  dollar  busi¬ 
ness.  A  study  by  Michigan  State  Police  of 
35,000  sex  crimes  in  that  state  over  a  20  year 
period  found  that  43%  were  pornography  re¬ 
lated.  In  one  group  of  rapists,  57%  said  they 
tried  out  sexual  behavior  they  had  seen  de¬ 
picted  in  pornography.  77%  of  child  molesters 
of  boys  and  87%  of  child  molesters  of  girls  ad- 
mitt^  to  imitating  sexual  behavior  modeled 
by  pornography.  And  lest  you  think  this  prob¬ 
lem  is  small,  reports  indicate  that  1  of  4  girls 
and  1  of  10  boys  will  be  molested  by  age  10! 
(Jhild  abuse  and  molestation  is  epidemic. 
ABOTV  carried  a  program  revealing  that 
50,000  children  disappear  from  their  homes 
every  year. 

Fifty  percent  of  all  crimes  involve  the  use  of 
alcohol  at  the  time  of  the  crime  (Bureau  of 
Justice  Statistics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Jus¬ 
tice.)  More  than  22,500  people  were  killed  last 
year  by  drunk  drivers.  Yet,  where  is  our  out¬ 
cry  and  united  voice  against  these  atrocities? 
In  these  matters  and  others  we  have  assumed 
the  indifferent  posture  (rf  our  secular  society. 
And  such  a  stance  does  not  lead  us  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  in  paying  our  debt  to  this  lost  world. 

The  reality  is  staggering.  We  have  often  be¬ 
come  like  this  lost  world.  We  must  truly  be¬ 
come  “a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priest¬ 
hood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  showing 
forth  the  praises  of  our  God  who  has  called  us 
out  of  the  darkness  qf  sin  ipto  his  marvelous 
light”  (I  Pet.  2:9). 

God  has  blessed  Southern  Baptists  because 
we  have  been  a  people  of  God’s  World.  In  years 
past  we  have  loved  a  lost  world  and  placed 
world-wide  missions  and  evangelism  at  the 
heart  of  our  work.  But  in  recent  years  our 
commitment  to  this  (Jospel  proclamation  has 
lessened.  We  now  often  give  lip  service  to 
evangelism  and  witnessing.  We  must  again 
become  “doers  of  the  Word.”  We  are  debtors 
to  all  men  and  we  must  pay  that  debt.  We  must 
carry  the  (Jospel  to  every  person  in  this  world. 

I  challenge  Southern  Baptists  to  pray  about 
this  mandate.  The  Wilton  Baptist  Church  in 
Wilton,  (Connecticut,  has  organized  a  massive 
prayer-vigil.  It  is  their  dream  that  as  a  conven- 
((Continued  on  page  9 ) 
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MANADO,  Indonesia  (BP)— 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  will 
begin  working  this  summer  with  a 
group  of  Indonesian  Christians  who 
aim  to  reach  everyone  in  their  nation 
with  the  gospel. 

Since  1971,  the  group’s  efforts  have 
been  nurtured  by  Canadian  Baptists, 
who  have  helped  in  leadership  train¬ 
ing  and  evangelism.  Four  years  ago 
these  Indonesian  Christians  began 
calling  themselves  Baptists  because 
their  beliefs  match  Baptist  doctrine. 
They  named  their  organization  the 
Union  of  Baptist  Churches  of  In¬ 
donesia. 

Begun  in  1951,  the  union  now  claims 
more  than  14,000  members  in  nearly 
150  congregations.  Its  witness  has 
expanded  to  the  farthest  reaches  of 
the  country.  And  it  has  become  a 
moving  force  in  the  Indonesian  Bap¬ 
tist  Alliance,  a  cooperative  of  three 
indigenous  Baptist  bodies. 

“This  church  was  born  with 
evangelism  at  the  heart  of  it,”  de¬ 
clares  R<Huiy  Welong,  chairman  of 
the  union.  “From  one  generation  to 
another  they  hav4  inherited  the  will 
to  continue  evangelism.”  The  union 
sponsors  a  seminary,  a  Bible  school, 
and  a  theological  training  school  in 
different  areas  ol  the  nation. 

“I  believe  we  can  grow  together, 
all  of  the  .Baptist  churches  in  In¬ 
donesia.”  says  Alex  Tairas,  who  at  57 
is  considered  the  group’s  spiritual 
patriarch.  “Our  vision  is,  we  need  to 
bring  all  people  of  Indonesia  to 
Christ. 


By  Lelaiid  Webb 

The  group  has  pursued  this  vision 
from  the  beginning.  In  the  1950s 
churches  he1|^  send  Megtji  Wells,  a 
single  woman,  to  the  Moluccas  (the 
original  Spice  Islands)  in  Indonesia. 
Others  were  sent  to  help  her  in  1960.  A 
few  years  later  missionaries  began 
work  in  Kalimantan,  the  southern 
portion  of  the  island  of  Borneo,  which 
Indonesia  shares  with  Malaysia  and 
Brunei.  That  work  flourishes  today 
with  the  help  of  Canadians. 

The  group  emerged  in  the  area  of 
Manado,  on  the  northern  tip  of  the 
island  of  Sulawesi,  when  several 
people  from  the  traditional,  Dutch- 
related  church  felt  the  need  for  per¬ 
sonal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  bap¬ 
tism  after  repentance.  A  weak  Mus¬ 
lim  presence  provided  opportunity 
for  witness  and  a  strong  plantation 
economy  in  the  area  provided  funds 
for  missionary  support. 

The  group’s  outreach  ministry  has 
grown  rapidly.  In  Kalimantan,  for 
example,  Welong  sen^s  that  (]M  is 
at  work  among  the  Dyak  people.  “It 
surprises  us  to  see  their  openness. 
It’s  a  phenomenon  the  Lord  has 
caused,”  he  says. 

In  the  late  1960s  the  Manadans 
asked  for  help  from  the  Canadian 
Baptist  Overseas  Mission  Board,  an 
agency  sponsored  by  four  Canadian 
Baptist  conventions.  The  board  is 
willing  to  help  any  group  adhering  to 
Baptist  doctrines  and  has  89  mis¬ 
sionaries  assigned  in  seven  coun¬ 
tries. 


The  Canadians  arranged  in  1971  to 
supply  seminary  teachers  to  the 
Manadans.  “We  have  gone  out  of  our 
way  to  assume  a  junior  partner 
role,”  says  John  Keith,  then  the 
Canadian  board’s  general  secretary, 
now  an  associate  secretary.  Since 
then,  one  of  the  Canadian’s  thrusts 
has  been  pioneer  work  in  areas  where 
there  is  not  an  established  church. 
Canadians  could  have  10  missionary 
families  to  Kalimantan  in  the  1990s. 

This  summer  the  union  will  wel¬ 
come  its  first  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  couple,  CJharles  and  Jennifer 
Townsend,  to  teach  in  the  seminar^'. 
A  second  couple,  David  and  Anna- 
May  Cochran,  are  to  move  there  next 
year  after  language  study  on  Java. 

The  Manadans  are  excited  about 
working  with  Southern  Baptists. 
“This  is  one  reason  we’re  working 
with  Southern  Baptists;  they’ll  help 
us  strengthen  and  train  our  people 
here  so  that  they  can  reach  out  to  In¬ 
donesia,”  says  Welong. 

The  Baptist  union  has  benefited 
from  SolKberifr  Baptist  resources 
over  the  years.  Many  of  its  leaders 
received  training  at  the  Indonesian 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  begun 
by  Southern  Baptist  missionaries. 

“The  potential  for  evangelistic 
outreach  in  our  area  is  tremendous,” 
adds  Welong.  “One  reason  we  want 
our  churches  strengthened  ( is )  so  we 
can  become  a  sending  organization.” 

(Leland  Webb  is  editor  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  The  Com¬ 
mission  Magazine. ) 


A  group  has  been  organized  to 
promote  simultaneous  revivals  in 
Mississippi  in  1986.  The  group  is  part 
of  a  nationwide  effort  to  engage  each 
Baptist  church  in  revival  during 
April  of  1986. 

Theme  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board  organized  revivals  will  be 
“Good  News  America:  God  Loves 
You.” 

Included  in  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee,  organized  and  chaired  by  Guy 
Henderson,  evangelism  director  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention 
Board,  are  John  Armistead,  pastor. 
Calvary  Church,  Tupelo;  Farrell 
Blankenship,  broadcast  services  di¬ 
rector,  MBCB:  Marvin  Bond, 
layman.  First  Church,  Starkville; 

Ervin  Brown,  director  of  missions. 
Northwest  Association;  Edward 
Cooper,  pastor.  First  Church,  Ox¬ 
ford;  Alan  Day,  pastor.  First  Church, 
McCComb;  Maurice  Flowers,  director 
of  missions,  Jones;  Frank  Gunn,  pas- 
tor»  First  (Church,  Biloxi; 

(iene  Henderson,  pastor.  First 
Church,  Greenville;  Fred  Lewis, 
layman.  First  Church,  Gulfport;  Ed 
McDaniel,  pastor.  First  Church, 
Richland;  Ethel  McKeithen,  retired 
WMU  consultant;  Bobby  Perry,  di¬ 
rector  of  missions.  Gulf  Coast; 
Charles  Pickering,  layman.  First 
(Church,  Laurel  and  state  convention 
president;  Odean  Puckett,  'pastor. 
First  Church,  Natchez; 

James  Ruffin,  pastor.  Poplar 
Springs  (Church,  Meridian;  (Cordon 
Sansing  Jr.,  pastor.  First  Church, 
Vicksburg;  Del  Scoper,  lay  woman. 
First  Church,  Laurel;  Fred  Selby  Jr., 
pastor.  Main  Street  (Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg;  Sue  Tatum,  laywoman.  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City; 


Greenville;  and  Keith  Wilkinson, 
Sunday  School  director,  MB(CB. 

Suggested  dates  for  Uie  1986  revi¬ 
vals  would  be  April  6-13  for  South 
Mississippi  and  April  20-27  for  North 
Mississippi^ 

Louisiana  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
would  be  laughable  if  they  were  not  i 
being  taken  at  face  value  by  too  i 
many  voters  and  legislators.” 

Such  results,  it  pointed  out,  would 
require  Louisianians  to  spend  an  av¬ 
erage  of  $208  to  $440  per  year  per  per¬ 
son  on  the  lottery— two  to  four  times 
the  amount  averaged  by  residents  of 
Maryland,  the  state  with  the  highest 
per  capita  lottery  spending. 

In  contrast  to  claims  that  a  lottery 
is  economically  advantageous  as  an  ' 
alternative  to  higher  taxes,  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  report  said  lotteries  are  bad  for 
business:  “If  the  average  citizen 
spends  $208  on  the  lottery,  that  is  $206> 
that  person  won’t  spend  on  clothing, 
food  or  medical  care.” 

The  report  also  claimed  the  lottery 
is  a  “dangerous  Trojan  horse”  pow¬ 
ered  by  Scientific  Games,  Inc.,  and 
its  parent  company.  Bally,  Inc.,  one  ' 
of  the  world’s  largest  manufacturers 
asd  distributors  of  slot  machines  and 
video  games.  It  called  upon  Scientific 
Games,  which  provides  most  of  the 
lottery  materials  and  expertise,  “to 
make  a  full  disclosure”  of  its  in¬ 
volvement. 

'The  company’s  interest  in  expan¬ 
sion  of  lotteries  is  apparent,  the  coali¬ 
tion  noted.  “With  the  help  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  video  games  can  be  turned  into 


Baptist  Student  ministry. . . 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
and  in  the  improvement  of  skill  in 
witnessing. 

2.  Our  Baptist  students  are  doing 
more  witnessing  than  ever  in  both 
their  on-campus  and  off-campus  con¬ 
tacts.  Some  statistical  results  of  this 
increased  witnessing  are  seen  in  the 
inspiring  number  of  college  student 
baptisms,  over  5,000  in  a  recent  year. 

3.  Never  in  my  nearly  sixty  years  of 
contact  with  our  BSU/BCM  work 
have  1  witnessed  as  inspiring  interest 
in  missions  as  our  Baptist  students 
have  demonstrated  in  recent  years  in 
their  enthusiasm  to  learn  more  about 
missions,  to  support  missions,  and  to 
participate  in  student  missions. 
Many  of  our  students  give  up  their 
various  “breaks”  (including 
Christmas,  often),  spring  breaks 
particularly,  to  go  as  individuals  and 
groups  to  needy  areas  throughout  our 
nation — and  even  to  other  nations — to 
help  in  needs  varying  from  assisting 
in  building  to  organizing  churches 
and  church  programs.  National  Stu¬ 
dent  Ministries  (formerly  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Department  of  our  Sunday 
School  B^rd)  released  figures  for  a 
recent  year  with  these  inspiring  high¬ 
lights: 

(1)  Students  involved  in  summer 
missions  and  other  short  time  minis¬ 
tries  numbered  almost  10,000. 

(b)  Ninety-six  churches,  missions, 
and  Sunday  Schools  were  organized 
by  students. 

(c)  Our  students  raised  almost  a 
million  dollars  for  the  student  mis¬ 
sions  and  other  Southern  Baptist 
mission  causes. 


(d)  There  were  5,497  student  bap¬ 
tisms  as  a  result  of  student  witnes¬ 
sing. 

(e)  More  than  10,000  students  were 
involved  in  witness  training  to  de¬ 
velop  compassion  and  skills  in  wit¬ 
nessing. 

4.  Although  not  all  of  the  young 
people  appointed  as  Journeymen  or 
as  US-2  mission  workers  had  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  BSU/BCM  during  college 
years,  I  would  estimate  that,  almost 
without  exception,  they  were  active 
and  heard  of  those  programs  through 
the  mission  emphasis  of  our  student 
ministry  on  campus;  therefore,  the 
contribution  of  our  student  ministry 
on  campus  to  those  two  remarkable 
mission  programs  is  profoundly  ^in¬ 
spiring.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
Journeymen  program  through  1963, 
1,542  young  people  under  age  26  have 
been  appointed  by  our  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  as  Journeymen.  In  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  US-2  prog¬ 
ram,  which  began  later,  500  have 
been  appointed  to  two-year  senice 
missions  on  the  “Home  Front.’:^nd 
if  we  could  know  the  number  of 
career  missionaries,  home  and 
foreign,  whose  hearts  were  first  di¬ 
rected  toward  career  missions 
through  the  Southern  Baptist  Student 
Ministry  on  our  campuses,  we  would 
be  deeply  thrilled. 

A  distinctive  on-campus  ministry 
being  done  so  effectively  by  our  stu¬ 
dents  is  the  International  Student 
Ministry,  which  has  regular  on- 
campus  programs  and,  generally,  a 
statewide  International  Students  Re¬ 
treat.  I  have  met  a  large  number  of 


students  on  our  campuses  who  have 
come  to  be  Christians  from  the  non- 
Christian  religions  of  their  native 
lands  because  of  this  effective  part  of 
our  BSU/BCM  international  Student 
«mphasis. 

5.  To  me,  one  of  the  most  heart¬ 
warming,  Christlike  ministries  of  our 
student  missions  interest  is  the 
week-day  and  week-end  mission  ser¬ 
vice  outreach,  largely  in  their  com¬ 
munities  and  areas.  Community 
Bible  studies,  combination  of  religi¬ 
ons  instruction  and  recreation  for 
under-privileged  youngsters,  tutor¬ 
ing  of  slow  learners,  compassionate 
visiting  in  nursing  homes  and  hospi¬ 
tals,  redemptive  visiting  and  con¬ 
ducting  services  in  detention 
centers — particularly  those  in  which 
youthful  ^fenders  are  confined,  and 
helpful  preaching,  music,  and  educa¬ 
tion  services  for  weak  churches  are 
some  of  the  many  “unheralded” 
ministries  of  our  Baptist  students 
who  remember  that  the  Great  Chm- 
misaion  indicated  a  “beginning  in 
Jerusa^m.”  •  , 


CLASSIFIED 


Tommy  Vinson,  pastor.  Colonial 
Hills  Church.  Southaven;  Harrison 
Weger,  pastor,  Immanuel  Church. 


video  slot  machines,  and  every  con¬ 
venience  store  can  become  a  mini¬ 
casino.” 


CHURCH  PEWS  —  Chancel  Fur¬ 
niture  —  Cushions.  Educational 
and  Used  Furniture.  Wallace  E. 
Foy,  Church  Pews  and  Furniture 
Co.,  171  Westover  Dr.,  Clarksdale, 
MS  38614,  (601)  624-6926. 


100%  Medicare  Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  65  or  Older 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE 

Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  6  months 

FORM  MS-1(X)  PLAN  1 

A  policy  that  pays  1(X)%  of  what  Medicare  does  not  pay  for  hospital 
and  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  for  doctor's 
office,  clinic,  hospital  or  outpatient  benefits.  Now  only  one  Medicare 
supplement  needed  and  one  cloim  form  to  complete. 

Hurry!  Enrollment  ends  June  30,  1984,  for  Form  MS- 100.  Please 
inquire  by  June  25,  1984. 

FORM  H-C  205R  ^  PLAN  2 

Nursing  Home  Policy  issued  thru  age  84  -  pays  up  to  $1,5(X)  per 
month  from  first  day  to  three  years. 

Pays  for  skilled,  semi-skilled  or  intermediate  care. 

Does  not  have  to  be  Medicare  approved. 

(If  on  Modicaid  do  not  roply) 

For  full  information  PfUMM  956*3B92  or  clip  and  mail  to: 


R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY  PA 

R.  C.  Portor,  Ropional  Diroctor 
P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackson,  MS  39206 
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Missionary  kid  saves 
neighbor  from  intruder 


Mrs.  Mississippi  pinpoints 
woman’s  greatest  feat 


ARUSHA,  Tanzania  (BP)— Derek  Akin,  13-year-old  son  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries,  possibly  saved  the  life  of  a  neighbor  as  an  in¬ 
truder  tried  to  break  into  her  home  in  Arusha,  Tanzania. 

Derek  and  his  sister,  (]!haundel,  15,  heard  a  loud  banging  and  a  woman 
shouting  for  help  in  the  house  next  door  about  9:30  p.m.  Their  parents, 
missionaries  Cordell  and  Marty  Akin  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  were  not  at  home. 

Derek  and  C3iaundel  waited  for  awhile  but  the  sounds  next  door  kept 
getting  worse.  Finally,  Derek  got  his  B-B  gun,  a  gift  from  his  parents, 
cautiously  slipped  outside  and  went  next  door. 

A  man  with  an  ax  was  battering  in  the  door.  Through  a  window,  Derek 
saw  the  woman  had  been  injured  before  she  locked  herself  in  the  house. 
Derek  took  careful  aim  and  Bred,  hitting  the  man,  who  appeared  drunk, 
in  the  hand.  He  was  so  startled  he  dropped  the  ax  and  fled. 

“He’s  got  courage  and  compassion,”  said  his  mother  of  her  son’s 
willingness  to  take  a  risk  to  help  someone  else. 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


A  woman’s  greatest  accomplish-  sidewalk  and  headed  toward  them; 

ment,  says  Mrs.  Mississippi  1984,  is  they  jumped  onto  the  church  steps  to 

giving  birth  to  a  child  and  rearing  the  get  out  of  his  way.  And  Debbie  re¬ 
child  to  adulthood.  “I  don’t  think  she  membered  24  years  later:  “I 

could  do  a  more  difficult  or  wonderful  thought, ‘If  I’m  going  to  die.  I’m  glad 

thing.”  I 

Debbie  Yawn,  green-eyed  blonde  '  She  and  her  parents  and  two 

(age  34;  five  feet,  five;  118  lb.)  is  1  brothers,  Mike  and  Warren,  moved 

married  to  a  family  physician,  Victor  to  Jackson  in  1962.  She  was 

Yawn,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  graduated  from  Hardy  Junior  High 

daughters,  Stacey,  16,  and  Laurie,  9,  and  Provine  High.  Her  dad  has  re- 

and  a  son.  Boo,  14.  With  her  family,  tired  from  Herrin-Gear,  “but  he 

she  lives  in  a  half-timbered  brick  keeps  going  back  to  work!”  He  and 

house  on  a  hill  in  the  woods  south  of  Mrs.  Crain  are  members  of  Robinson 

Jackson.  They  are  members  of  Street  Baptist  (Jhurch,  Jackson. 

Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church.  /  Vic  is  on  call  one  or  two  weekends  a 

“I  would  like  to  rear  my  children  so  month  and  sometimes  week  nights; 

they  will  have  a  good  self-image.  My  |  he  is  in  the  National  Guard  and 

parents  taught  me  that  what  God  I  teaches  in  the  family  practice  prog- 

created  is  good.  He  created  us  in  his  W  I  ram  at  the  medical  center.  Debbie 

image,  so  we  should  have  a  good  f  I  stays  “real  involved  with  the  chil- 

image  of  ourselves.  And  I  want  to  *  dren  and  their  activities,”  especially 

teach  my  children  to  know  the  differ-  asked  her  why  she  is  a  member  of  the  during  the  summer  while  they  are 
ence  between  right  and  wrong.  We  advisory  board  of  SCAN  (Suspected  home  from  McClure  Academy, 
need  to  teach  them  early,  for  by  the  CJhild  Abuse  and  Neglect).  Nevertheless,  the  Yawns  once  or 

time  they  are  11  or  12  they  must  goout  As  she  told  them,  “What  upsets  me  twice  in  the  summers  go  to  Fort  Wal- 
to  places  where  they  will  be  on  their  most  is  to  hear  alMut  a  child  being  ton  Beach,  for  vacation  at  a  “family 
own.  I  want  them  to  know  how  to  abused.”  A  friend  of  hers  worked  type  place.” 
make  the  right  decisions  then.  with  abused  children,  and  also  she  Debbie  walks  and  reads  and  often 

"We  must  prgpare  them  to  be  learned  the  stories  of  abused  children  swims  in  their  back  yard  pool.  She 
ready  for  that  time  when  they  branch  brought  to  her  husband  for  treat-  and  a  group  of  friends  “dabble  in 
out  on  their  own.  We  parents  need  to  ment.  “When  I  first  married  I  would  gourmet  cooking.”  But  she  said  that 
beawareof  the  example  we  set  — for  go  to  the  hospital  to  visit  Vic’s  pa-  fried  chicken  is  what  she  does  best, 
they  start  mimicking  us.  Sometimes  tients,  often  sit  in  the  waiting  room  “Isn’t  that  every  Southern  family’s 
you’ve  done  all  you  can,  and  when  the  while  they  were  in  surgery  or  inten-  favorite?  That’s  the  kind  of  cook  I  am 
child  goes  out,  there’s  nothing  else  sive  care.  I  am  very  tenderhearted,  —  fried  chicken  and  peas  and 
you  can  do  but  ask  the  Heavenly  and  became  so  involved.  I  really  combread.” 

Father  to  take  over.”  cared  about  each  of  them  —  and  still  She  added,  “God  has  been  so  good 

Debbie  won  the  competition  in  do.  But  I  found  I  had  to  learn  to  be  to  me.  I  am  grateful.” 

March  at  Jackson’s  Sheraton-  more  objective.”  On  the  advisory 
Regency,  against  31  others.  To  date,  board,  she  could  do  something  to 

Mrs.  Mississippi  winners  have  not  help,  such  as  raise  funds,  and  yet  not  ^  m 

received  as  much  publicity  as  Miss  be  as  closely  involved,  heart  to  heart,  -|  -yrwT^-wr  /  o 
Mississippi,  or  been  invited  to  make  with  the  in^viduals.  Ll.i  V  C  y  f  X 

as  many  appearances.  “I  really  The  national  contest  for  Mrs.  J  * 

wanted  the  title,  because  of  my  love  America,  held  April  27-May  4,  was  1  •  • 

for  Mississippi  and  for  the  South,  and  slated  to  be  in  Las  Vegas,  but  trans-  |^]|  T~|  1 1  ^ 

because  of  my  strong  family  ties,  and  ferred  to  Reno.  Mrs.  West  Virginia  v-r  J.XiJ^XXxCH./X\J 
my  faith.  I  would  like  to  see  more  won.  “She  was  26  —  the  youngest  na- 
recognition  given  to  the  position  —  tional  winner.  The  oldest  winner  yet 
not  for  myself,  but  because  I  feel  that  was  47.” 

I  can  do  something  for  the  women  of  “Meeting  the  others  and  being  DALLAS  (BP)— Combining  a  made.  “We  almost  doubled  that  in  “Scripture  distribution  gave  us  an 
the  state,  and  for  the  state,  and  would  there  gave  me  a  greater  appreciation  door-to^oor  survey  for  prospects  for  this  project,”  said  Spooner.  “This  is  a  entry  into  the  home,”  said  Marshall, 

like  to  have  the  opportunity.”  of  our  Southern  heritage,”  said  Bible  study  with  distribution  of  New  concrete,  simplistic  approach  that  a  “We  had  very  few  who  refused  to  give 

She  was  on  program  at  the  Debbie  —  “the  greater  strength  of  Testaments  to  people  in  their  homes  lot  of  people  could  see  themselves  do-  us  the  information.  Our  people  felt 

Raymond  1860s  Fair  and  took  part  in  the  family  unit  here,  and  the  South-  apparently  resulted  in  a  higher-  ing.”  they  were  going  out  not  just  to  get 

the  March  of  Dimes  Telethon.  “I  em  gentleman  —  the  fact  that  boys  than-average  willingness  of  persons  He  attributed  the  results  to  three  information  but  to  share  a  witness.” 

would  like  to  do  more  of  these.”  Also  who  grow  up  here  are  taught  to  re-  to  acknowledge  they  do  not  attend  possible  factors:  (1)  being  able  to  Southern  Baptists’ 37  state  conven- 

she  said  she  would  like  to  speak  in  spect  women.”  church,  according  to  four  persons  give  Bibles  to  people  enables  sur-  tions  will  cooperate  in  the  nationwide 

churches,  at  banquets  or  other  ’This  contest. used  to  be  “make  an  who  participated  in  a  recent  veyors  to  be  more  confident  in  par-  prospect  discovery/Scripture  dis- 

events.  (Her  telephone  number  is  apron,  send  a  recipe”  type  of  thing,  statewide  effort  in  Texas.  ticipating  in  the  survey;  (2)  receiv-  tribution  project  slated  for  October 

373-7837.)  but  the  man  who  bought  the  franchise  Bernard  Spooner,  director  of  the  ing  a  Bible  caused  respondents  to  be  1985  as  a  prelude  to  1986  Good  News 


Broadman.  looks  back 
and  forward:  50th  vef 
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Lessons  from  Daddy 


Thariday,  June  14,  IIM 


Witnessing  efforts 


Daddy  taught  me  many  lessons, 
not  so  much  by  what  he  said,  as  in  the 
way  he  lived  and  the  things  he  did.  He 
loved  a  challenge.  When  he  was  a 
boy,  he  told  me,  he  would  read  late 
into  the  night.  (One  of  his  favorites 
was  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  Lady  of  the 
Lake.)  When  Grandpa  and  Grandma 
told  him  to  blow  out  the  lamp  light,  he 
would  read  by  flashlight  under  the 
bedcovers. 

He  taught  me  to  “go  in  to  win’’  and 
if  you  are  going  to  do  something,  get 
in  there  and  give  it  your  best  try.  For 
instance,  there  was  the  episode  of  the 
candy.  Last  Saturday,  W.D.  and  I 
stopped  at  Jeff  Busby  State  Park  on 
the  Natchez  Trace.  In  the  store  there 
I  saw  some  pink  and  white  striped 
bars  of  coconut  candy,  the  old- 
fashioned  kind  like  Daddy  won  for 
Betty  and  me  when  I  was  nine  and  she 
was  six. 

Halloween  carnival  time  arrived  in 
1938  at  Ridge  Grove  School ;  the  prin^ 
cipal,  E.  G.  Dabbs,  was,  as  usual, 
thinking  up  ingoiious  ways  to  make  a 
little  extra  money  for  school  pro¬ 
jects.  He  set  a  quart  jar  of  purple  hull 
peas  on  the  school  stage  with  a  sign, 
“Whoever  guesses  closest  to  the 
number  of  peas  in  the  jar  will  win 
four  boxes  of  coconut  candy.” 

Imagine  that!  Four  whole  boxes. 
Oh,  we  ate  candy  at  our  house.  Mama 
made  syrup  candy.  And  every  time 
Daddy  walked  to  the  store  he  would 
bring  us  a  penny’s  worth  of  fancy 
candy— crunchy,  colorful  bits  of 
sugar  in  fancy  shapes.  But  we  had 
never  had  a  WHOLE  BOX  of  candy  at 
one  time— let  alone  four  boxes. 

I  guess  this  could  have  been  called 
gambling— pay  a  dime  or  quarter  ( or 
whatever  it  was— not  much  anyway) 
to  guess  and  get  your  name  in  the  pot . 
But  Daddy  didn’t  intend  to  throw  his 
hard-to-come-by  money  away  on  a 
gamble.  He  intended  to  win. 

He  got  a  quart  jar  and  one  of 
Grandma  Allen’s  little  snuff  boxes, 
and  some  purple  hull  peas  like  those 
at  the  sdiool  house.  He  counted  the 
number  of  peas  it  took  to  fill  the  snuff 
box,  and  he  counted  the  number  of 
snuff  boxes  full  of  peas  it  took  to 'fill 
the  jar,  and  then  he  did  a  little  arith¬ 
metic.  His  gu$ss  hit  the  number  al¬ 
most  exactly.  No  one  else’s  came 
close.  For  days,  we  reveled  in  pink 
and  white  striped  coconut  candy! 

Daddy  taught  me  to  laugh.  He 
could  get  angry.  Yet  quickly  the 
anger  would  fade  and  he’d  be  laugh¬ 
ing  at  himself.  On  vacation  once,  he 
and  Mama  and  W.D.  and  I  arrived  in 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  late  one  after¬ 
noon.  Though  nearly  all  the  hotels 
had  been  filled,  we  found  a  rather 
ratty  place— on  the  beach,  yes,  but 
dark  and  dingy,  small  and  uncom¬ 
fortable,  with  hard  and  lumpy  beds. 
The  one  room  available  had  two  dou¬ 
ble  beds,  so  we  all  shared  it. 

Somewhere  after  midnight.  Daddy 
woke  us  up,  fussing  about  his  bed.  He 
couldn’t  sleep,  and  he  was  pretty 
riled  up.  He  started  pulling  the  but¬ 
tons  off  the  old  mattress  (they  were 
punching  him  in'  the  wrong  places! ) 
and  began  throwing  them  on  the 


floor !  When  I  saw  what  he  was  doing, 
1  started  laughing.  Instead  of  pitch¬ 
ing  his  pillow  across  the  room  at  me, 
as  maybe  he  should  have  done,  he  got 
tickled,  too.  And  all  four  of  us  sat  ap 
and  talked  and  laughed  the  rest  of  the 
night. 

He  taught  me  never  to  take  one  de¬ 
feat  as  a  finality.  I  was  away  in  school 
the  day  he  re-roofed  his  house.  He 
and  William  Langley  began  work  on 
a  bright,  cloudless,  sunshiny  day. 
Just  as  they  got  the  old  roof  off,  sud¬ 
denly  a  thunderstomi  appear^  on 
the  horizon  and  approach^  with  un¬ 
relenting  swiftness.  No  way  could 
they  get  covers  over  all  the  holes  in 
time.  The  rain  poured  into  the  house; 
the  wallpaper  began  to  fall  down; 
water  ran  across  the  floor.  MamA 
said  it  was  the  only  time  she  ever  saw 
Daddy  sit  down  and  cry.  But  then  he 
got  up  and  finished  the  roof.  He  re¬ 
glued  the  wallpaper,  painted  it  to 
hide  the  circles.  He  mopped  up  the 
mess,  and  went  on  to  his  next  project. 

When  I  was  five,  a  fair  came  to  the 
Valley,  to  West  Point  on  the  Chat¬ 
tahoochee,  and  I  made  big  plans  for 
my  first  ferris  wheel  ride.  Up  close, 
though,  it  looked  a  lot  higher  than  I 
had  expected,  and  I  began  to  get 
nervous  and  think  about  backing  out. 
“Come  on,”  Daddy  said,  and  held  out 
his  hand.  “I’ll  ride  with  you.”  It  felt 
like  we  were  flying,  and  it  was  fun  to 
be  able  to  see  so  far  away,  out  across 
the  treetops.  As  the  whed  turned  fas¬ 
ter,  every  time  we  started  down  we 
felt  like  we’d  left  our  stomachs  in 
the  sky.  When  the  wheel  stopped,  the 
seats  would  tilt  and  swing;  up  top, 
that  was  frightening.  But  I  felt  per¬ 
fectly  safe  with  Daddy  there. 

Often  since  that  morning  I  have 
approached  adventures  I  wanted  to 
enter  or  projects  I  wanted  to  try. 
They  looked  exciting  and  worth¬ 
while,  but  I  held  back  in  fear.  Then 
my  Heavenly  Father  held  out  his 
hand  and  said,  ‘Come  Along.  Don’t  be 
afraid.  I’ll  go  with  you.” 


WMU  elects 
Yarbrough 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)— Lynn 
Yarbrough,  training  design  group 
manager  at  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  SBC,  assumed  full  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  publications  section  di¬ 
rector  at  the  national  headquarters 
June  2. 

Yarbrough  succeeds  Gertrude 
Tharpe,  who  retired  June  1.  In  her 
new  positioA,  Yarbrough  will  direct 
the  publications  section  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  work  of  over  30  persons, 
plus  other  staff  who  produce  the  con¬ 
tent  of  WMU  study  and  program  pub¬ 
lications.  These  include  seven 
magazines  and  nearly  250  other 
items. 

native  of  Texas,  Yarbrough 
came  to  WMU  from  the  Baptist  Gen¬ 
eral  Convention  of  Texas,  where  she 
was  art  director  from  19^1960. 


We  are  planning  to  work  with  sev¬ 
eral  groups  that  are  doing  some  wit¬ 
nessing  at  the  World’s  Fair  and  the 
Olympics.  They  are  needing  witnes¬ 
sing  teams  to  help  at  both  places.  I 
am  coordinating  a  training  camp  on 
July  16-19  to  train  men  for  such  wit¬ 
nessing  exp«nences.  There  will  be 
excellent  training  on  how  to  share  the 
Gospel,  street  evangelism,  prayer, 
and  other  vital  information  for  such 
work. 

Then  we  are  planning  two 
evangelistic  campaigns.  One  is  to  the 
World’s  Fair.  We  will  be  staying  at 
the  Vieux  (Zaire’  Baptist  Church  and 
working  with  the  Baptist  Exposition 
Ministries.  Mr.  Jimmy  Knox  is  direc¬ 
tor. 

We  will  go  there  on  July  19-21.  We 
need  about  30  men  to  go  with  us  on 
this  witnessing  campaign.  Then  we 
plan  to  take  about  10  men  to  the 
Olympics.  We  wfll  be  working  with 
Tom  Wolf,  pastor  of  the  Church  on 
Brady,  whi^  is  the  oldest  Southern 
Baptist  Churdh  in  the  L.  A.  area. 
They  hav/er^eveloped  a  five-prong 
approach  to  witnessing  at  the  Olym¬ 
pics.  We  plan  to  be  there  with  them  on 
July  30-Aug.  4. 

Each  man  will  be  responsible  for 
getting  sponsors  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  training  materials,  food,  trans¬ 
portation,  camp  fee,  etc.  For  more 
information,  they  may  write  me,  Ray 
Henry,  coordinator;  30  Mighty  Men 
Evangelistic  Campaign;  P.O.  Box 
30;  Prentiss,  Ms.  39474. 

Ray  Henry,  pastor 
Society  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Prentiss 


Infinite  value  of  persons 

I  am  committed  to  the  Christian 
principle  of  the  infinite  value  of  each 
person  in  God’s  sight;  however,  as  a 
69-year-old  white  Mississippian,  I  am 
guilty  of  a  lifetime  of  weak  responses 
to  comments  and  actions  of  whites 
relating  to  racial  matters. 

Baptist  churches  to  which  I  have 
belonged  respond  to  racial  issues  — 
with  my  tacit  consent  —  as  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  congregation  dictate 
rather  than  as  the  Bible  teaches  and 
Christ  demands.  The  prejudice  is  not 
always  apparent  to  us  —  it  is  so  much 
a  part  of  our  culture,  it  insidiously 
controls  us  without  our  conscious 
choice.  Reference  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  as  “the  bastion  of 
segregation”  is  an  irritating  charge 
but  it  cannot  be  honestly  denied.  We 
have  earned  the  name  by  refusal  to 
confess  our  part  (and,  if  with  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  sin,  our  conspiracy  and 
complicity)  in  the  efforts  of  the  white 
community  to  maintain  white 
supremacy.  Our  denomination  (the 
only  one  I  have  a  right  to  speak  to) 
has  quenched  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
stifled  our  spiritual  growth  by  refusal 
to  accept  all  persons  as  equally 
worthy  tefore  God  and  all  Christians 
as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 
Forced  integration  is  not,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  (Christ’s  way;  it  is  my  conviction, 
however,  that  he  will  not  abide  in  a 
heart  or  a  church  which  excludes  any 
person  because  of  race. 


Actually,  there  are  many  who  ac¬ 
cept  these  principles  but  who,  like  I, 
have  been  silent  as  the  moral-climate 
makers  drown  out  our  weak  attempts 
to  talk  and  act  like  Christ.  My  praise 
goes  to  a  few  who  refuse  to  be  intimi¬ 
dated.  Included  among  the  silent 
faithful  are  many  professional  staff 
members  of  churches  and  the  state 
and  Southern  Baptist  conventions.  It 
is  time  for  us  to  claim  and  proclaim 
the  victory  in  our  denomination  by  a 
clear  declaration  of  obedience  to 
Christ  and  His  teachings.  This  letter 
is,  for  me,  such  a  declaration. 

W.  A.  Huff,  Forest. 


A  caring  fellowship 

Dear  editor  : 

Following  my  retirement  as  busi¬ 
ness  manager  of  the  Baptist  Record, 
I  lived  in  Vicksburg  until  in  1981  I 
moved  to  Pearl.  However,  Pearl  did 
not  offer  public  transportation,  so 
early  in  19^,  when  my  daughter,  Su 
McLain,  and  her  family  moved  to 
Jackson,  I  moved  to  a  new  four-story 
apartment  building.  Azalea  Manor, 
across  the  street  from  Ridgecrest 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  Adults 
from  the  church  served  food  and 
drink  all  day  the  first  two  days  the 
apartment  building  was  being  oc¬ 
cupied. 

Never  in  my  life  have  I  been  a  part 
of  such  a  caring  fellowship.  The 
church  van  takes  us  to  all  services, 
including  Wednesday  night  supper 
and  prayer  service.  The  lady  in 
charge  of  food  service  always  has  my 
plate  ready  with  salt  free  food. 

At  the  invitation  of  Paula  Galloway 
and  Bob  Nations,  I  sing  in  both  the 
fellowship  and  adult  choirs.  The 
adult  choir  is  the  most  loving  group  of 
which  it  has  ever  been  my  privilege 
to  be  a  member. 


Dr.  Paul  Stevens  is  an  excellent 
minister.  At  his  suggestion,  I  have 
found  several  places  to  serve:  in  the 
church  office  while  the  secretaries 
attended  the  secretaries’  meeting  at 
the  Baptist  Building;  mailing  cards 
to  persons  for  whom  prayer  has  been 
requested  at  prayer  meeting.  Pre¬ 
sently  I  will  be  involved  in  the  Crisis 
Center,  set  up  and  managed  by  the 
Youth  Council,  to  distribute  food  and 
clothing  to  needy  persons.  On  Tues¬ 
day  evenings  I  go  visiting  with  Bill 
DeVeer  and  others.  Bill  is  chairman 
.of  deacons. 

While  the  church  is  most  impor¬ 
tant,  I  also  have  access  to  public 
transportation.  If  senior  adults  call 
two  days  ahead  of  time,  the  city  van 
will  pick  them  up  at  the  appointed 
time  and  take  them  to  the  doctor, 
shopping,  or  any  place  they  need  to 
go,  for  a  very  small  fee. 

Occasionally  I  help  serve  at  the 
Soup  Kitchen,  and  get  others  from 
the  church  to  help. 

I’m  delighted  that  I  discovered  this 
building  when  it  was  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy. 

Eunice  J.  Campbell 

439  W.  Northside  Drive  No.  312 

Jackson,  MS  39206 

Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  li¬ 
mited  to  300  words  and  the  efiitor  re¬ 
serves  the  right  to  trim  those  that  are 
longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must 
be  reserved  until  all  circumstances 
and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of 
the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Redbred. 


Pray  for  MKs 

June  18  —  Elizabeth  A.  Lee,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi,  (Fr¬ 
ance). 


You  have  a  friend 
in  New  Orieans 

If  you're  planning  a  trip  to  the  World's  Fair  or 
if  you  will  be  in  New  Orleans  on  business,  tuck  this 
message  into  your  wallet.  It  will  remind  you  that 
there  are  like-minded  people  willing  to  come  to 
your  aid. 

Southern  Baptist  Hospital  is  a  full  service,  533-bed 
^  hospital  that  can  provide  health  care  ranging  from 
minor  emergency  treatment  to  major  surgery.  If 
you  need  someone  to  talk  to,  we  offer  counseling 
through  Pastoral  Care. 

No  matter  what  your  health  care  problem,  if 
you  need  a  friend  In  New  Orleans,  call  899-9311 
and  ask  for  the  Emergency  Department.  The  person 
who  answers  will  connect  you  with  someone  who 
can  help. 

Traveling  is  more  fun  when  there's  a  friend  waiting 
for  you.  We  hope  you  enjoy  your  trip. 

Southern  Baptist  Hospital 

2700  Napoleon  Ave.  •  New  Orleans,  La  70115 
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N.O.  will  offer  Bible 
Preaching  Conference 


New  Orleans  seminary  will  offer  a 
Bible  Preaching  Conference  July 
23-27  at  its  New  Orleans  campus.  The 
theme  of  the  conference  will  be 
“Equipping  the  Equippers.” 

The  conference  is  designed  espe¬ 
cially  for  vocational  ministers  and 
deacons,  but  is  also  open  to  layper¬ 
sons.  It  will  begin  at  5  p.m.  Monday, 
July  23,  and  end  at  noon  Friday,  July 
27. 

Seminars  will  be  held  in  the  morn¬ 
ings  and  evenings,  with  the  after¬ 
noons  free. 

Seminars  include: 

—“Preaching”  by  John  Sullivan, 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  La. 

—‘‘Studies  in  Psalms”  (a  1985 
January  Bible  Study  overview)  by 
George  Harrison  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

—“Stress  and  Burnout  in  Minis¬ 
try”  by  Felix  Montgomery  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


‘‘Ministry  Management”  by 
Charles  Lowry,  director  of  church 
programs  for  the  Louisiana  ^ptist 
Convention. 

■ri-“Studies  in  James”  by  Harold 
Bryson  and  Billy  Simmons,  both  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

—“Ministers,  Deacons,  and  Their 
Families”  by  Henry  Webb  and 
James  Barry,  both  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 

The  conference  registration  fee  is 
$25  euid  must  be  received  by  July  10. 
Motel  rooms  have  been  reserved 
near  the  seminary  at  rates  substan¬ 
tially  below  regular  charges.  Dead¬ 
line  for  receiving  those  rates  is  June 
23.  There  are  also  a  limited  number 
of  on-cdmpus  rooms  available. 

For  more  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter,  contact  Tom  Kinchen  by  calling 
504-282-4455  or  writing  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd., 
New  Orleans,  La.,  70126. 


Francis  Schaeffer  dies 


ROCHESTER,  Minn .  ( EP )  —  Fun¬ 
eral  services  for  Francis  A.  Schaef¬ 
fer  were  held  May  20  at  Rochester’s 
John  Marshall  High  School  Au¬ 
ditorium,  attended  by  more  than 
1,000  people. 

Schaeffer,  widely,  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  influential  Qiristian 
thinkers  of  our  age,  wrote  23  books 
which  have  been  translated  into  25 
languages,  with  more  than  three 
million  copies  in  print. 

With  his  wife  Edith,  Schaeffer 
founded  L’Abri  Fellowship,  an  inter¬ 
national  study  center  and  Christian 
community  with  branches  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  England,  the  Netherlands, 
Sweden,  France,  and  the  United 
States.  Firm  in  his  conviction  that 
Christianity  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
hard  questioning  and  intelligent 
thought,  he  lectured  frequently  at 
leading  universities  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad.  His  common 
theme  was  the  uncompromising 
truth  of  historic,  biblical  Christianity 
and  its  relevance  for  all  of  life 


Speaking  at  the  funeral  were 
Schaeffer’s  three  sons-in-law.  John 
Sandri,  husband  of  the  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Priscilla,  said,  “The  greatest 
trilHite  to  Schaeffer  is  that  I  stand  in 
the  Gospel.”  Schaeffer  led  him  to 
Christ  in  Switzerland.  Udo  Middel- 
mann,  husband  of  the  ydungest 
daughter,  Debby,  restated  some  of 
his  father-in-law’s  work  in  declaring, 
“The  only  basis  for  life  is  the  Judeo- 
Christian  ethic,  which  gives  worth  to 
man  because  he  is  seen  as  being 
made  in  God’s  image.” 

The  last  episode  of  the  film  series 
“Whatever  Happened  to  the  Human 
Race?”  was  shown  because  “it  was 
the  clearest  expression  of  the  Gospel 
—  the  foundation  of  all  of  Schaeffer’s 
work”  and  because  cancer  was  sus¬ 
pected  during  the  shooting  of  this 
film  and  diagnosed  two  days  after  the 
episode  was  completed. 

“He  is  risen!”  stated  Schaeffer  at 
the  end  of  the  film.  Then  he  turned 
and  walked  off  along  the  lake  into  the 
distance. 


Bloskas  rejoins  Annuity 


DALLAS  (BP) — John  D.  Bloskas 
has  rejoined  the  Annuity  Board  staff 
as  vice-president  and  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  endowment. 

On  June  1,  Bloskas  reunited  with 
the  board  where  he  will  be  working 
with  D.  William  Dotson  Jr.,  in  secur¬ 
ing  endowment  funds  to  supplement 
the  incomes  of  retired  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  ministers,  missionaries,  their 


spouses  or  widows. 

Bloskas  spent  23  years  in  the 
board’s  public  relations  department 
before  accepting  a  position  as  a  mar¬ 
keting  vice-president  of  a  Dallas- 
based  corporation  three  years  ago. 
However,  he  has  remained  a 
member  of  the  board’s  endowment 
committee  for  several  years. 


Choirs  invited  to  sing  at  BWA 


Choir  groups  or  other  church  musi¬ 
cal  organizations  wishing  to  sing  at 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance  meeting, 
June  2-8, 1985,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
should  write  to  William  J.  Reynolds, 
director  of  music  for  the  Congress,  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Box  22000, 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  76122. 

Not  all  groups  will  be  able  to  sing  on 
the  official  program,  but  there  will  be 
opportunity  in  Los  Angeles  before 
and  after  the  regular  daily  meeting. 
Many  choirs  from  other  countries 
will  be  present. 


SHILOH  CHURCH,  MARION  COUNTY,  recently  honored  some  of  its  faithful 
workers  for  their  many  years  of  service,  reports  Bob  Goolsby,  pastor.  Three  of  the 
individuals  honored  —  Lee  D.  McKenzie,  Mrs.  Mylvia  Williamson,  and  Mrs.  Grace 
Lee  —  have  taught  Sunday  School  for  many,  many  years,  and  one  of  them,  David 
Scarborough,  has  served  on  different  occasions  as  song  leader.  All  are  still  active 
in  church  activities.  Left  to  right  are  Scarborough,  McKenzie,  Mrs.  Williamson, 
and  Mrs.  Lee.  - 


Holman  plans  to  publish 
5,000,000  Testaments 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)— More 
than  five  million  New  Testaments 
will  be  published  and  sold  at  cost  by 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
Holman  Bible  division  as  part  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  1985- 
86  Good  News  America,  God  Loves 
You  project. 

Good  News  America,  (Jod  Loves 
you  includes  a  people  search  and 
Scripture  distribution  ifr  1985  and 
nationwide,  simultaneous  revivals  in 
the  spring  of  1986.  1110  emphasis  is 
sponsord  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  state  Baptist  conventions,  the 
Mass  Scripture  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  Sunday  School  and 
Church  Training  departments  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board. 

Good  News  America  New  Testa¬ 
ment  will  be  available  April  1985  on 
the  updated  literature  order  form 
from  the  Sunday  School  Board  to 
allow  churches  to  use  them  in  the 
evangelistic  people  search  Oct.  20-26, 
1985.  The  New  Testaments  will  be 
available*  in  King  James,  New 
American  Standard,  and  Spanish 
versions.  Helps  and  marked  pas¬ 
sages  will  be  included  in  each  version 
to  show  the  reader  how  to  become  a 
Christian. 

The  Good  News  America  New  Tes¬ 
taments  will  cost  32  cents  each  when 
ordered  and  billed  to  the  church,  plus 
the  cost  of  shipping.  Cash  orders  will 
receive  a  five  percent  discount,  mak¬ 


ing  the  New  Testaments  cost  approx¬ 
imately  30.5  cents,  plus  freight 
charges.  Storage,  billing,  and  ship¬ 
ping  will  be  handled  by  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 

Because  of  numerous  requests 
from  churches  needing  inexpensive. 
New  Testaments  for  use  in  ongoing 
outreach  projects,  the  board  also  an¬ 
nounced  one  million  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  New  Testaments  are  now  avail¬ 
able  in  Baptist  Book  Stores  and  other 
book  stores. 

Great  Commission  New  Testa¬ 
ments  may  be  ordered  from  Baptist 
Book  Stores  or  mail  order  centers  for 
as  little  as  37.5  cents  per  copy,  plus 
freight  charges,  for  more  than  2,500 
copies.  The  New  Testaments  may  be 
picked  up  in  quantities  of  less  ^an 
1,000  in  Baptist  Book  Stores  for  prices 
ranging  from  60  cents  for  a  single 
copy  to  45  cents  for  500-999  copies. 

'The  Good  News  and  Great  Com¬ 
mission  New  Testaments,  combined 
with  New  Testaments  ordered  this 
spring  by  the  Texas  and  Missouri 
state  Baptist  conventions  bring  to 
almost  20  million  the  number  of  Hol¬ 
man  New  Testaments  published  in  a 
one-year  period. 

Approximately  one  million  copies 
of  Scripture  portions  of  Romans  and 
John  also  are  being  published  by 
Holman  for  use  in  the  outreach  pro¬ 
jects  leading  up  to  the  Simultaneous 
revivals. 


Attention:  Royal  Ambassadors 
camp  registfation  underway 


First  Church,  Runaelstown,  wilt 
hold  Vacation  Bible  School  June  IS 
June  22,  from  8  a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  daily! 
Danny  L.  Chaney,  pastor,  will  direclj 
the  s(^ool 

ACTS  thrives; 
stations  added 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —The 
American  Christian  Television  Sys 
tern  (ACTS)  continues  to  thrive  in  the 
Federal  Communications  Commis-| 
sion’s  low-power  television  lottery 
with  the  May  30  awarding  of  channel! 
22  in  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  to  the  network.  | 

ACTS’  success  in  the  most  recenlf 
FCC  computer  assisted  randor 
selection  process  allows  the  network 
to  receive  a  construction  f>ermit  for 
the  Flagstaff  station. 

A(jrs  has  been  awarded  low-powerl 
TV  construction  permits  in  Anchor-1 
age,  Alaska;  Brownwood,  Texas,  and! 
Honolulu  in  previous  J^’CC  lotteries  ,| 
and  has  received  through  other 
means  permits  to  build  low-power 
stations  in  Paragopid,  Ark.,  and| 
Tyler,  Texas,  as  well.  * 

Lucedale 
honors  Van 
Hardin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  H.  Hardin  wer 
welcomed  back  home  recently  t 
First  Church,  Lucedale,  after  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  27  years.  Hardin  recently] 
resigned  as  pastor  of  Franklin  Creek 
Church  of  Pascagoula.  He  served  as 
pastor  of  First,  Lucedale,  1950-1957. 
The  Hardins  are  retiring  and  have 
moved  back  to  their  home  on  High¬ 
way  613,  near  Lucedale. 

Pastor  John  L.  Walker  welcomed 
the  Hardins  and  their  family.  They 
were  joined  by  their  sons,  their  wives 
and  children  for  a  recognition  service 
during  the  evening  worship  service. 
Family  members  include  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eddie  Hardip  of  Leakesville, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Hardin  and  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Billy  Hardin,  all  of  Moss 
Point. 

Fred  Moseley,  pastor  emeritus  of 
First,  Lucedale,  and  Horace  Glass, 
director  of  missions  in  George  and 
Greene  (hunties,  gave  tribute  to  the 
Hardins  during  the  service.  Favorite 
hymns  were  sung  and  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Hatcher  sang  “The  Name  of  Jesus,” 
a  song  she  sang  almost  30  years  ago 
in  a  service  when  the  Hardins  were 
there.  She,  too,  paid  tribute  to  the 
leadership  of  the  Hardins. 

The  Senior  Adult  Fellowship  hon¬ 
ored  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardin  with  a  re¬ 
ception  and“pounding”  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  following  the  service. 


Summer  camp  for  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  boys  at  Central  Hills  Baptist 
Retreat  neai  Kosciusko  is  underway . 

Upcoming  camp  weeks  are  June 
18-22;  June  25-29;  July  2-6;  July  9-13; 
July  16-20;  July  23-27;  July30-Aug.  3; 
and  Aug.  6-13. 

Registration  fee  is  815  per  boy  with 
the  remaining  $35  due  two  weeks  be¬ 
fore  camp.  The  RA  camp  is  for  boys 
in  grades  4-12. 

Those  whose  first  choice  for  camp 


is  July  2-6  need  to  make  an  alternate 
choice  in  case  that  particular  week  is 
cancelled. 

Three  Dad /Lad  weekends  are 
scheduled  June  22-23;  July  13-14;  and 
July  27-28.  These  for  men  and  boys 
who  are  in  grades  1-3.  Cost  is  $12.50 
per  person. 

For  registration  at  any  of  the 
camps,  contact  the  Brotherhood  De¬ 
partment,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss., 
39205,  phone  968-3800. 


Brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit. 
Shakespeare— Hamlet . 

Man  doth  not  live  by  bread 
only.— Deuteronomy  8:4. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"lnt»rti»tlon»lly  known  sp0ci»liat$"' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30(-C  -  OrMnwoed.  Mte*.  saeso 


Debtors  to  the  world 


- Devotional - ■ 

Faith  ascends 

By  Ray  Henry,  pastor, 

Society  Hill,  Oakvaie 

And  Jonathan  said  to  the  young  man  that  bare  his  armor,  come  and  let  us  gc 
over  unto  the  garrison  of  these  uncircumcised:  IT  MAY  BE  THAT  THE 
LORD  WILL  WORK  FOR  US:  FOR  THERE  IS  NO  RESTRAINT  (LIMITA¬ 
TION)  TO  THE  LORD  TO  SAVE  BY  MANY  OR  BY  FEW.  (I  Sam.  14:6). 

It  was  a  day  of  confusion  and  defeat  in  Israel,  but  individual  faith 
tnumphed.  While  “Saul  tarried  ui  the  uttermost  part  of  Gibeah  under  a  such  a  prayer  vigil. 
p(Hn6^dndt6  tr66,  his  son  JcHidthfln  niount6d  d  stflUion  cAll6d  “P&ith’*  flnd  Evory  church  csn  develop  b 

a^nded  the  Mountain  of  the  Philistines  to  win  a  glorious  strategy  for  sharing  Christ  with 
vi^ry  forlhe  Lort.  ^  every  person  in  their  area.  Every 

HowDiwy**Muls”  do  we  have  scattered  throughout  our  church  could  begin  praying  for  God 
churches  in  this  state  and  in  our  convention?  How  many,  to  call  from  its  membershin  indi- 
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no  one  to  depend  upon  for  the  victory  they  desperately  needed  —  but  God 
Almighty.  Jonathan  declared  his  faith  to  his  armor-bearer,  “There  is  no 
restraint  to  the  Lord  to  save  by  many  or  by  few.”  Thai,  with  his  armor- 
be^er,  he  demonstrated  his  faith  in  God  by  boldly  attacking  the  host  of  the 
Philistines  —  believing  God  for  the  victory. 

-  2.  Real  faith  does  not  look  at  circumstances.  Two  huge  cliffs  loomed  in  the 
way  of  Jonathan.  The  precipitous  rocks  to  be  scaled  might  well  have 
frightened  the  most  daring.  Moreover,  with  the  enemy  above  in  vast  num¬ 
bers,  any  ascent  up  the  mountain  would  seem  utterly  foolish.  But  up  the  two 
men  of  faith  went.  What  is  it  that  appears  to  be  a  block  to  forward  progress  in 
your  Christian  life  or  within  your  church?  By  faith,  surmount  every  difficulty 
by  ruling  everything  out  of  the  picture  except  God. 

3.  Last,  real  faith  is  rewarded  hy  victory  (vv.  16-23).  Jonathan’s  faith  in  the 
unlimited  power  of  God  triumphed.  He  had  as  a  testimony  to  his  name  at  the 
close  of  the  day  —  “He  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day”  ( v.  45).  His  faith  not 
only  won  a  name  for  himself,  but  it  wrought  revival  in  Israel. 

May  I  ask  you  a  question?  Where  are  you  today  as  a  leader  in  your  church? 
Are  you  sitting  unda  the  pomegranate  tree  like  Saul  or  are  you  ascending  the 
Mountain  of  the  Enemy  in  faith  like  Jonathan?  Faith  ascends ! 
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...  on  trips  to  printer 
By  having  your  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  of  the  Baptist  Record. 


Siloam  Church  Magee:  June  17-22; 

E.  A.  Hester,  visiting  preacher;  ser¬ 
vices  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  during 
week;  at  11  a.m.  on  Sunday;  lunch  on 
Sunday  (see  “Homecomings” ) ;  Paul 
Roberts,' pastor. 

Corinth  Church,  Magee:  June 
22-24;  lay  renewal  weekend;  Sidney  Bay  Springs  (Kemper):  June 
Ellis,  coordinator;  begins  Friday,  17-22;  at  7:30  p.m.;  Hal  Bates,  pastor 
June  22,  at  6:30  p.m.  and  activities  to  of  l^dialb  Church,  evangelist;  J.  M. 
continue  through  Sunday  night,  6  Snowden,  pastor, 
p.m.  evening  worship  service. 

Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada: 

June  17-22;  services  at  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  on  Sunday;  weekday  services  at 
noon,  with  light  lunch  served,  and 
7:30  p.m.;  Harris  (bounce,  former 
pastor  at  Emmanuel,  guest 
evangelist;  Douglas  Polk,  leading 
the  music;  William  H.  Waddle,  pas- 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Highway 
84,  Brookhaven:  June  17;  guest 
speaker,  Dewey  Smith,  pastor  of 
Pine  Bluff  (Thurch,' Copiah  Associa¬ 
tion  ;  lunch  to  be  served  in  Fellowship 
Hall ;  memorial  service  to  be  held  in 
afternoon;  James  E.  Sanders,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Siloam  Church,  Magee:  June  17; 
beginning  at  10:45  a.m.;  E.  A.  Hester 
to  bring  the  morning  message;  Bib- 
letonestosingat  1p.m.;  lunch  served 
at  church;  Paul  Roberts,  pastor. 
(See  “Revival  Dates.”) 

Tours  of  the  75-acre  seminary  Ephesus  near  Forest:  homecom- 
campus  can  be  arranged  by  writing  ing;  June  24;  lunch  to  beserved  at  the 
the  ^blic  Relations  Department  at  church;  fellowship  time  in  after- 
3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  noon;  offering  to  go  to  the  building 
La.,  70126  or  by  calling  504-282-4455.  fund. 


First  Church,  Fannin:  June  17-22; 
J.  W.  Brister,  director  of  missions, 
Hinds-Madison  Association,  preach¬ 
ing;  Cecil  Harper,  directing  the 
music;  savrice8at7:30nightly;  Fred 
Tarpley,  pastor. 


ONLY  $49.00  per  issue  used 
(plus  subscription  charges) 
for  full  front  page. 


Lonin  dinrch,  Lonin:  June  17-22; 
regular  services  on  Sunday;  nightly 
at  7:30;  Hardy  Denham,  Newton, 
evangelist;  Ray  Pugh,  music  direc¬ 
tor;  Wesley  Miley,  pastor. 


For  information  write  — 

The  Baptist  Record 

P.  O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  39205 

or  call  968-3800  and  ask  for 

Don  McGregor  or  Evelyn  Keyes 


Fair-goers  invited 
to  tour  seminar 
Homecomings 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  While  in  this 
gateway  city  for  the  World’s  Fair, 
Baptist  tour  groups  are  invited  to 
tour  New  Orleans  Seminary,  the 
spiritual  gateway  for  thousands  of 
men  and  women  training  for  minis- 
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Missionaries  apprehensive 
about  cult  growth  oversea! 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Southern  establishment  image,  and  person-  And  in  Zambia,  missionary  Tom  North  Carolina  ' 

Baptist  missionaries  in  many  coun-  to-person  evangelism  with  ^tracts.  Waddill  says  it  is  not  unusual  to  find 
tries  overseas  are  finding  them-  Jehovah’s  Witnesses’  theology,  how-  organized  groups  of  Jehovah’s  Wit- 

selves  competing  with  Jehovah’s  ever ,» differs  greatly  from  that  of  nesses  even  in  the  remotest  areas.  .^®S****  DuBard,  niissionary  to 
Witnesses.  Baptists,  and  it  has  brought  grief  to  One  Byproduct  of  such  presence  is  Liberia,  has  wnipleted  furloughed 

Missionaries  talk  of  the  fast-  Baptists  repeatedly  when  coupled  that  some  of  the  cult’s  doctrine  has  returned  to  the  field  (address:  Box 
growing  cult  as  they  do  of  hunger,  with  an  aggressive  overseas  hriis-  found  its  way  into  the  Christian  1416,  Monrovia,  Lieria).  A  native  of 
inflation,  disease,  or  overpop-  sions  program.  church.  Jmcrson,  Miss.,  she  began  serving 

ulation — as  one  more  obstacle  to  “Jehovah’s  Witnesses  can  cause  In  Toulouse,  France,  Christian  Foreign  Mission  Board  in 

evangelism.  problems  for  Baptists,  since  some-  evangelicals  have  been  forced  to 

“Down  the  street  and  around  the  times  people  confuse  the  two,’’  says  abandon  door-to-door  witnessing.  “If 
world,  people  are  starving  for  Maurice  Smith,  an  interfaith  you  go  door  to  door,”  says  missio-  Gerry  Odom,  missionary  to 
spiritual  help,”  says  Joe  Hewitt,  a  specialist  for  the  Southern  Baptist  nary  Frank  “T”  Thomas,  “people  Taiwan,  has  arrived  in  the  States  for 
Texas  Baptist  pastor  who  was  raised  Home  Mission  Board.  “They  have  a  say  you’re  either  a  Mormon  or  a  furlough  (address:  c/o  Mrs.  J.  G. 
as  a  Jehovah’s  Witness.  “If  a  Christ-  limited  missionary  strategy— they  Jehovah’s  Witness,  and  you’re  au-  Odom,  Box  355,  Norphlete,  Ark. 
ian  doesn’t  show  up  soon  to  help  them  use  the  same  approach  everywhere,  tomatically  identified  that  way.”  71759).  Born  in  El  Diprado,  Ark.,  she 
to  the  Bread  of  Life,  a  Jehovah’s  Wit-  which  brings  them  into  conflict  with  Thomas  grew  a  beard,  wears  lived  ‘  in  Smackover,  Ark., 
ness  will  come  around  with  cultish  the  culture  and,  in  some  countries,  turtleneck  shirts  and  stays  away  Washington,  Miss.,  and  Alvin,  Texas, 
sawdust,  and  the  spiritually  hungry  with  the  government.”  from  navy  blue  raincoats  to  avoid  while  growing  up. 

will  be  filled,  but  not  nourished.”  For  example,  the  Jehovah’s  Wit-  being  mistaken  for  a  Jehovah’s  Wit- 
Through  personal  witnessing  and  nesses’  belief  that  Satan  controls  all  ness.  Mormon  missionary,  or  any  „  ,  h  r  it  r  * 

group  indoctrination  at  their  meeting  government  has  created  friction  with  other  cult  member.  “““  it  noaten,  mis- 

halls,  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  have  built  leaders  in  many  countries.  In  some  In  Guatemala,  missionary  Helen 

an  organization  that,  in  many  coun-  countries,  a  resultant  distaste  for  Hardeman  takes  the  Jehovah’s  Wit-  P  r  hh  r"”  Ti  ^ 

tries,  is  much  larger  than  Baptists’,  missionaries  has  hindered  Baptist  ef-  nesses  movement  very  seriously.  casiiia  1W5^,  Mon- 

In  1982  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  bap-  forts  to  secure  work  permits.  “Our  challenge  for  the  future  will  not  Uruguay).  A  naUve  of  Mi^ 

tized  138,540  converts  worldwide.  But  at  times  the  movement  has  be  only  bringing  non-believers  to  he  was  born  in  Tupelo  and 

almost  as  many  as  were  baptized  by  been  even  a  more  direct  nuisance  to  Christ,  but  also  refuting  thefalsedoc-  Houlka. 

overseas  churches  related  to  South-  Baptist  work.  trines  of  the  cults,”  she  says. 

ern  Baptist  work.  That  same  year  Missionary  Lee  Baggett  reports  “They  are  very  active.  We’d  bet-  John  and  Nell  Smith,  missionaries 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses  claimed  almost  during  a  1982  Billy  Graham  crusade  ter  recognize  their  threat  and  be  pre-  to  Indonesia,  have  completed  fur- 
45, 000  congregations  worldwide,  ex-  in  Mexico  City,  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  pared.”  lough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad- 

ceeding  Southern  Baptists’  27,000  were  among  those  distributing  (Condensed  from  January  1984  dress:  Jl.  Cisangkuy  58,  Bandung, 
churches  reported  at  the  end  of  1982.  printed  material  designed  to  mimic  issue  of  The  Commission,  the  Indonesia).  They  are  natives  of 
The  Witnesses  are  growing  fastest  the  crusade’s  evangelistic  literature.  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  magazine ).  Brookhaven,  Miss, 
in  Nigeria  and  Japan.  In  Japan  70 
percent  of  the  members  are  listed  as 
“publ'shers,”  another  name  for  ac¬ 
tive  faith  sharers  who  buy  material 
printed  by  the  cult’s  Watchtower 
Bible  and  Tract  Society  to  either  re¬ 
sell  or  distribute  free  of  charge.  The 
society  has  written,  among  other 
things,  its  own  version  of  the  Bible.  It 
is  called  the  New  World  Translation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

While  Southern  Baptists  tradition¬ 
ally  have  affirmed  freedom  of  relig¬ 
ion  for  all  groups,  including 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  that  stance 
must  be  balanced  with  the  desire  to 
preserve  Christian  doctrine.  And 
Jehovah’s  Witness  beliefs  are  not 
Christian  ones. 

Jehovah’s  Witnesses  reject  the 
Trinity,  deny  the  deity  of  (Christ,  and 
misquote  the  Bible  to  prove  destruc¬ 
tion  is  imminent  for  everyone  except 
themselves. 

Begun  in  the  late  1800s  when 
Charles  Taze  Russell  organized  a 
Bible  study  class  near  Pittsburgh, 
the  cult  is  exhibiting  much  the  same 
persistence  in  faith  sharing  that  pro¬ 
duced  the  foundations  on  which  Bap¬ 
tists  now  build. 

“The  Baptists  of  the  early  period 
had  the  same  type  of  explosive 
growth  the  Witnesses  are  experienc¬ 
ing  today,”  missionary  William  L. 

Wagner  sa^s  of  the  cult’s  growth  in 
West  Germany. 

Wagner  believes  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  have  registered  gain  because 
they  have  adopted  methods  Baptists 
once  used.  In  his  book,  “New  Move 
Forward  in  Europe:  Growth  Pat¬ 
terns  of  German-Speaking  Baptists 
in  Europe,”  Wagner  lists  several 
reasons  for  gain  in  Europe  common 
to  early  Baptists  as  well  as  present- 

day  Jehovah’s  Witnesses.  Second  Church,  Kosciusko,  Attala 

Among  them  are  a  strategy  using  County,  has  called  Russ  Houston  as 
laymen  as  missionaries,  an  anti-  music  director. 


Family  week 
will  feature 
Hensleys, 
Dentons 


Platform  speakers  for  the  Family 
Enrichment  Week  at  Gulfshore  Bap¬ 
tist  Assembly,  July  3-7,  will  be  the 
Wallace  Dentons  of  West  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  and  the  Clark  Hensleys  of 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Wallace  Denton  Is  professor  of 
family  therapy  and  director  of  the 
Marriage  and  Family  Therapy 
Center,  Purdue  University.  Juanita 
Denton  is  education  coordinator  at 
University  Church,  Purdue. 

Qark  Hensley  is  the  retired  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Christian  Action  Clommis- 
sion.  ' 

Special  music  will  be  by  recording 
artist  Faye  Burgess. 

Seminar  leaders  include  Gerald 
Hasselman,  principal  of  Warren 
Ontral  Junior  High  School,  Vicks¬ 
burg;  Dick  Brogan,  president  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Seminary;  and  Er¬ 
nest  Turcotte,  CPA,  Clinton. 

Family  Enrichment  Week  begins 
with  supper  on  Tuesday,  July  3  and 
concludes  with  lunch  on  Saturday. 
Reservations  can  be  made  by  con¬ 
tacting  Frank  Simmons,  manager  at 
Gulfshore,  Pass  Christian,  Miss., 
39517,  or  Paul  Jones,  director,  (Krist¬ 
ian  Action  Commission,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205,  968-3800. 

The  Thursday  sch^ule  has  been 
arranged  so  that  the  late  morning, 
afternoon,  and  evening  are  free  for 
family  attendance  at  the  nearby 
World’s  Fair. 


Dexter  Ware  has  accepted  the  pas-  ■3,' 

torate  of  New  Providence  Church,  Jjl 

Copiah  (bounty.  He  had  been  serving 

a  until  recently  as 

associate  pastor  .  4 , 

and  minister  of 
and 

at  _ 

First  Church, 

Crestview,  Fla. 

V  Ware  claims  Crys- 
Atal  Springs  as  his 
JHhometown.  He 
Ware  was  graduated 
from  Mississippi  College  in  1978  and 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  1981. 

Currently  he  enrolled  at  Missis- 
sippi  (Dollege,  cer- 

teacher.  In  the  past  he 

served  in  Copiah  County  as  pastor  of  kenna  BYRtXTias  resigned  Pj 
Smyrna  Cliurch  and  as  associate  pas-  After  his  resignation,  the  church 
tor  and  minister  of  youth  at  Gates- 
ville  C3iurch 


V  Missionaries  Charles  and  Evelyn 
years.  Hampton  try  to  bridge  racial  bar¬ 
ks  and  tiers  as  they  work  in  church  planting 
and  evangelism  in  South  Africa’s 
Also  the  members  took  a  love  offering  and  purchased  a  new  G.M.A.C.  pick-up  Cape  Province.  Since  1977  the  as- 
as  a  gift  to  him  (see  photo).  Byrd  is  available  for  supply  or  interim  pastorate.  He  sociation  there  has  grown  from  43 
said  he  plans  to  serve  as  pastor  full  time  wherever  he  feels  the  Lord  leads.  He  lives  churches  to  110.  The  67  new  congre- 
at  3713  Torres,  Moss  Point.  Miss.  39563.  gations  reflect  the  prevailing  racial 

Gail  Burbeck,  pastor  at  Center  Hill  James  Steel  has  joined  the  staff  of  “colored”  (mixed  racial  an- 

Church,  Northwest  Association,  First  Church,  Jackson,  as  or-  *^strl)  groups,  eight  white,  six  black, 
since  1967.  has  resigned.  He  has  canist/mn.sir  assistant  Ha  is  a  Indian). 


Mississippi 

Valley 

Company 


The  Clean  Energy  People 


Brookhaven  youths  get 
scholarships  at  Clarke 


Nancy  Cole  and  Johnny  Sykes, 
Clarke  College  freshmen,  were 
awarded  two  partial  scholarships 
each  at  the  annual  awards  dav  cere¬ 
monies  May  9.  ' 

Nancy  whs  recipient  of  the  John 
Eldward  and  Mar^  Sansing  Land 
Scholarship  which  was  established  in 
memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Land  by 
their  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
E.  Land  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Rex  Phillips,  Jr.  The  Lands  were 
alumni  of  Clarke  College.  This  scho¬ 
larship  is  to  be  given  to  a  worthy 
Garke  student  selected  by  the  finan¬ 
cial  aid  and  awards  committee. 


Four  graduate 
in  Louisville 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Four  students 
from  Mississippi  were  awarded  de¬ 
grees  from  The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  during  the 
school’s  l.SSrd  commencement  May 
25  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Fred  Pryor,  a  1960  graduate  of 
Southern  Seminary  and  founder  of 
Fred  Pryor  Seminars,  Inc.,  Shawnee 
Mission,  Kansas,  delivered  the 
commencement  address. 

Mississippi  graduates  included  the 
following: 

Master  of  Religioas  Elducation— 
Larry  L.  Ballard,  Waynesboro; 
Nancy  B.  Ward,  Vicksburg;  Master 
of  Divinity^ames  T.  Carter,  New 
Albany;  Jerry  L.  Gentry,  Ginton. 


Four  added  to 
N.O.  grads  list 

Four  names  of  Mississippians  were 
inadvertently  omitted  from  the  list  of 
recent  New  Orleans  Seminary 
graduates,  according  to  Donald  R. 
Ellis  Jr.,  director  of  public  relations 
at  the  seminary. 

These  four  graduates  are  Alvis 
Kenneth  Cooper,  Louisville,  master 
of  divinity;  Johnny  H.  Breazeale", 
Purvis,  master  of  divinity;  Richard 
Allen  Crews,  Elscatawpa,  associate 
of  divinity  in  pastoral  ministry;  and 
William  Carl  Nickels,  Maben,  as¬ 
sociate  of  divinity  in  pastoral  minis¬ 
try. 


Johnny  received  the  L.  G.  Camp  Jr. 
Scholarship  which  was  established 
by  the  family  of  the  late  L.  G.  Camp, 
and  Friendship  Baptist  Church, 
Grand  Bay,  Ala.  Camp,  an  alunmus 
of  Clarke  College,  was  pastor  of 
Frioidship  Church  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
December  1966.  The  annual  scholar¬ 
ship  is  awarded  to  a  ministerial  stu¬ 
dent  selected  by  the  faculty. 

Cole  and  Sykes  were  each  awarded 
the  George  and  Josephine  Lassett 
Scholarships  for  entering  freshmen 
ministerial  students  and  nursing  stu¬ 
dents.  Recipients  of  these  scholar¬ 
ships  are  selected  by  the  financial  aid 
and  awards  committee. 

Pictured  with  Nancy  and  Johnny 
are  their  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Cole,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  M. 
Sykes,  and  (center)  Paul  Wilson, 
pastor  of  Central  Church,  Brookha¬ 
ven,  home  church  of  both  students. 


Taylor  Hardy 


Burris  Coleman 


POUR  MISSISSIPPIANS  were 
elected  student  leaders  in  chapel  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  They  are  JEN¬ 
NIE  TAYLOR  of  West  Point;  BARRY 
BURRIS  of  Meridian;  KAREN  HARDY  of 
Jackson;  and  DAVID  COLEMAN  of 
Pascagoula.  They  were  among  18  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  elected  by  the  student 
body  to  lead  during  six  student-led 
chapel  services,  the  traditional  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  academic  year  at  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Miss  Taylor,  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College,  was  a  May  graduate  In 
the  Master  of  Religious  Education  de¬ 
gree  program.  Burris,  graduate  of 
Livingston  University,  is  a  student  in 
the  Master  of  Church  Music  program. 
Miss  Hardy  and  Coleman  both  are 
graduates  of  USM  and  both  are  stu¬ 
dents  In  the  MCM  degree  program. 
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My  son 

I  journeyed  back  in  memory,  today, 

Through  the  days  of  your  life,  my  son, 

I  saw  so  many  things  along  memory’s  path. 

1  saw  my  baby  nestled  in  my  arms; 

I  watch^  him  take  his  first  faltering  step; 

I  saw  my  little  boy  with  jam  on  his  face; 

Jeans  too  short  and  shoes  that  wouldn’t  stay  laced. 
I  saw  all  the  books  we  read 
When  it  was  time  for  bed. 

I  saw  windblown  hair  and  a  mischievous  grin; 

I  saw  a  little  boy,  quiet  and  shy. 

Afraid  he’d  done  something  wrong; 

I  saw  the  glow  of  pride  when  I’d  say, 

“I’m  so  proud  of  you,  my  son.” 

I  saw-gentle  hands  to  hold  a  pet  or  touch  a  flower. 

I  watched  you  grow  into  a  tall  young  man 
And  I  loved  you  because  you  were  my  son. 

I  could  not  see  the  dreams  in  your  quiet  eyes. 

I  could  not  see  the  magic  in  your  slender  fingers. 

I  could  not  see  the  God-given  talent 
To  capture  a  baby’s  smile’ 

A  bird  in  graceful  flight  or- 
The  sunset’s  golden  glow. 

I  could  not  know 

That  you  were  my  dreamer,  or 

That  yours  would  be  visions  for  a  better  life. 

Perhaps,  one  day,  you  will  design  beautiful  bridges 
To  span  the  river’s  raging  tide. 

Perhaps,  one  day,  you  will  plan  tall  buildings 
That  will  reach  for  the  sky. 

Perhaps,  one  day,  you  wiU  dream  a  city 
To  build  on  Jupiter  or  Mars. 

Perhaps,  one  day,  you  will  paint  masterpieces 
To  hang  in  the  galleries  of  the  world. 

Perhaps,  one  day,  the  world  will  call  you  great 
Because  of  your  dreams  and  your  gifted  hands. 

But  whatever  your  future  may  hold. 

Wherever  your  dreams  may  take  you. 

Today,  1  am  among  all  women  most  blessed 
Because  today  I  can  call  you  my  son! 

—Yvonne  Gressett 
Jackson 


Brides  and  roses 

Can  this  be  the  very  last  day  in  June? 

When  heaven  and  earth  are  so  atune? 

When  did  the  wondrous  days  slip  by? 

Time  is  so  fleeting— the  days  danc^  by. 

June  is  the  month  of  brides  and  roses  • 

And  multitudes  of  colorful  posies. 

June  is  nights  when  lovers  may  stroll 
To  whisper  the  thoughts  that  stir  the  soul. 
Nature  is  kind  and  man  makes  haste 
To  labor,  or  play,  or  dream— not  to  waste 
A  moment  of  living— as  June  starts  its  turn 
To  less  perfect  weather— to  days  that  bum. 

June— all  so  fresh  with  its  canopy  blue 
God  made  it  right— for  me  and  for  you. 

—Lillian  Peters  Whitten, 
Macon 

_  « 

Famous  fathers  - 

Match  these  fanious  fathers'  with  their  offspring: 

A.  Helen  of  Troy 

B.  Absalom 

C.  Jonathan 

D.  Icarus 

E.  Seth 

F.  Cordelia 

G.  Elizabeth  I 

H.  The  Little  Eagle 

I.  Alexander  the  Great 

J.  The  Emperor  Augustus 


D-S 

J-k 

a-c 

c-z 

o-i 


(1)  Henry  VIII 

(2)  Julius  Caesar 

(3)  Adam 

(4)  King  Lear 

(5)  Saul 

(6)  Philip  of  Macedon 

(7)  David 

(8)  Daedalus 

(9)  Napoleon 

(10)  Jupiter 


Answers : 


V-Ol 

H-6 

a-9 

a-2 

1-9 


Albert  W.  Wilkersoo  received  the 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  from 
Luther  Rice  Seminary,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  on  Friday,  May  11.  For  the  past 
five  years  he  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Bogue  Chitto  Church,  Pike  (bounty. 
Wilkerson  formerly  received  the  as¬ 
sociate  of  arts  degree  from  Garke 
College,  bachelor  of  arts  from  Blue 
Mountain  (Allege,  and  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Forty-eight  others  were  awarded  d^ 
grees  during  the  commencement 
service  at  Luther  Rice. 

Charles  W.  Gordon,  new  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Grove  <!hurch,  Wayne 
County,  was  awarded  the  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  on  May  4 
from  the  Intentional  Bible  Institute 
and  Seminary.  He  has  been  serving 
with  the  Home  Mission  Board  as  pas¬ 
tor  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

Jack  Price,  pastor  of  Holly  (Church , 
Corinth,  recently  earned  the  doctor 
of  ministry  degree  from  Luther  Rice 
Seminary,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  The 
title  of  his  thesis  was  “First 
Timothy:  A  Call  to  Practical  Ser¬ 


vice.”  Price  received  his  previous 
education  from  University  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  at  Martin,  Tenn.  and  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  The  Holly 
Church  congratulated  its  pastor  by 
giving  a  surprise  fellowship  in  his 
honor,  and  presenting  him  gifts. 

Evangelist  Jerry  Swimmer  of 
luka,  was  awarded  the  doctor  of  di¬ 
vinity  degree  at  the  32nd  com¬ 
mencement  services  of  the  Im¬ 
manuel  Bible  College,  Peachtree 
Gty,  Ga.  Swimmer  has  been  in  full¬ 
time  evangelism  for  seven  years. 
Prior  to  entering  evangelism  he 
served  as  music-youth  (hrector  in 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  churches 
for  13  years.  He  attended  Temple 
University  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
was  graduated  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  The  first  preacher  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Immanuel  Bible  Cqjlege  was 
the  late  R.  G.  Lee.  The  late  Jewish 
evangelist,  Hyman  Appleman,  also 
received  a  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Immanuel  Bible  College. 

Swimmer  said  that  he  is  the  only 
full  blooded  Jew,  from  the  tribe  of 


Levi,  serving  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
preaching  and  singing  evangelist.  He 
may  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Drawer 
627,  luka,  Ms.  38852  (telephone 
601/423-9599.  r 

Soian  Gark  has  been  elected  vice 
president  of  the  local  church  division 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  Music 
Conference.  Miss 
Gark,  minister  of 
music  and  youth 
at  Twin  Lakes 
Church,  Jackson, 
will  serve  for  two 
years  in  the  or¬ 
ganization.  She  is 
also  music  re¬ 
source  teacher  for 
Gark  the  Magnolia 
Speech  School  and  is  music  specialist 
for  the  Church  Music  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention 
Board. 


In  the  first  six  months  of  1983,  mis¬ 
sionary  Rolla  Bradley  saw  750  sol¬ 
diers  baptized  through  evangelism 
efforts  among  the  military  in  South 
Korea. 


r 


God’s  choice  'of  a  leader 


Bible  Book 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Tupelo 
II  Samuel  5:1-3;  7;8-lC 


One  may  have  difficulty  in  apply¬ 
ing  the  current  lesson  to  his  own  life  if 
he  thinks  of  the  major  characters 
only  as  kings  and  himself  as  a  com¬ 
mon  person.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
remember  that  we  all  have  a  special 
relationship  to  Gbd  with  correspond¬ 
ing  responsibilities,  the  value  of 
these  passages  become  precious. 

Saul  was  blessed  from  birth  in 
every  way  and  was  afforded  untold 
opportunities  for  greatness  but  al¬ 
lowed  his  own  jealousies  and  an¬ 
xieties  to  destroy  his  joy  of  living  and 
value  to  God.  Let  us  see  David  as  a 
mere  human  being  with  great  physi¬ 
cal  endowments,  spiritual  relation¬ 
ships,  and  unlimit^  resources.  He 
rose  to  great  heights,  but  even  he 
wasted  many  opportunities  when  he 
relaxed  and  allowed  sin  to  enter  his 
life.  We  have  both  the  encourage¬ 
ments  and  warnings  of  his  life.  What 
will  we  do  with  them? 

David  anointed  king  (5:1-3).  After 
the  death  of  Ishbosheth,  the  elders  of 
the  tribes  of  Israel  came  to  Hebron  to 
pay  homage  to  David.  Three  reasons 
are  given  for  thir  coming.  As  descen¬ 
dants  of  Jacob,  they  were  all  related 
to  him,  calling  themselves  “of  the 
same  flesh  and  blood.”  Likewise,  in 
those  days  when  Saul  ruled  as  king,  it 
had  been  David  who  managed  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  nation  and  who  saw  to 
their  welfare. 

Thiixlly,  these  representatives  of 
the  various  tribes  agreed  that  he  was 
the  one  chosen  and  anointed  of  God  to 
be  the  leader  of  Israel  in  the  days  to 
come  and  provide  for  their  needs. 


(^nsequently,  with  what  was  obvi¬ 
ously  the  leadership  of  the  Lord, 
David  made  a  league  with  the  tribes 
and  they  anointed  him  as  their  king. 

David  blessed  by  God  (7:8-l(). 
Rather  than  allowing  David  to  rush 
into  the  proposed  building  program' 
to  provide  Jehovah  a  dwelling  place, 
(jk^  inform^  David  thaj  God  must 
first  assure  a  place  for  him.  Definite 
promises  were  made. 

First  of  all,  Israel  was  given  per¬ 
manent  ownership  of  the  land  and 
protection  from  those  who  might  rise 
up  in  opposition  against  her.  Sec¬ 
ondly,  a  system  of  succession  was  es¬ 
tablished  so  that  when  the  king  died, 
his  son  would  rule  in  his  stead.  Last  of 
all,  God  promised  to  guide  those  who 
would  later  occupy  the  throne.  They 
would  be  correct^  when  they  sinned, 
but  such  correction  would  be  in  love. 
God’s  mercy  would  prevail  and 
would  not  be  taken  from  David  as  it 
had  been  from  Saul  in  times  past. 

Though  wars  are  a  great  tragedy, 
and  the  loss  of  life  they  incur  is 
heart-breaking,,it  was  necessary  for 
David  to  assume  a  position  as  soldier 
and  conqueror  and  allow  his  son,  Sol¬ 
omon,  to  be  known  as  a  man  of  peace 
and  the  builder  of  the  temple.  As  long 
as  the  enemies  of  Israel  continued  to 
claim  ownership  of  the  land,  God’s 
people  were  still  basically  nomads 
with  no  home  of  their  own.  Thus,  it 
became  David’s  responsibility  to 
overcome  their  resistance  and  sec¬ 
ure  the  land  of  Canaan  for  the  people 
of  God. 

God  had  prepared  him  for  this  pur¬ 


pose  from  his  days  as  a  shepherd  boy 
and  had  walked  with  him  every  step 
of  the  way.  From^our  advantage 
point  centuries  later,  we  can  see  that 
David  was  never  without  God’s  love, 
guidance,  and  protection  and  that  the 
hardship  and  dark  hours  of  his  life 
had  teaching  value  that  helped  to 
make  him  the  man  that  he  later  be¬ 
came. 

Isn’t  this  also  true  in  our  lives  as  we 
gaze  back  over  the  past?  Our  worry¬ 
ing  was  foolish  and  only  served  to 
take  away  the  peace  and  joy  that  God 
was  offering  us.  The  God  of  David  has 
been  with  us  all  the  way. 

The  wonderful  spirit  of  David  is 
also  seen  in  his  acceptance  of  the  role 
of  foundation  builder  as  he  laid  the 
groundwork  for  the  building  of  the 
temple  and  left  its  actual  construc¬ 
tion  to  Solomon.  We  would  do  well  to 
remember  that  this  is  no  secondary 
role.  One  plants,  another  waters,  and 
(jrod  gives  the  increase. 

Each  job  is  essential  in  the  plan  and 
eyes  of  God.  David  was  to  unite  the 
kingdom  with  Jerusalem  as  its  capi¬ 
tal.  He  gave  his  allegiance  to 
Jehovah  and  led  his  people  in  follow¬ 
ing  his  example.  Though  he  was  not 
allowed  to  build  the  temple,  he  for¬ 
mulated  the  plans  and  set  the  stage 
for  its  erection. 

Finally,  he  established  a  lineage 
that  was  ordained  by  God  to  rule  Is¬ 
rael  forever.  He  is  remembered  as 
one  of  the  greatest  kings  who  ever 
lived.  He  fulfilled  the  role  that  God 
planned  for  his  life.  What  more  could 
one’s  heart  desire? 


life  and  Work 


Experiences  for  growth 


By  Gerald  Buckley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Natchez 
Luke  4:15-21;  31-32;  43-44 


Jesus  found  spiritual  food  abso¬ 
lutely  crucial  to  his  daily  walk.  If  he 
required  worship,  retreat,  and 
prayer  to  keep  him  going,  how  much 
more  do  you  and  I  need  generous 
doses  of  these  spiritual  disciplines  in 
order  to  become  the  best  we  can  be. 
Through  the  life  of  Jesus  let’s  take 
another  look  at  the  basics  of  spiritual 
growth. 

I.  The  habit  of  worship  (Luke  4:15- 
21) 

“As  his  custom  was”  is  a  powerful 
phrase  for  jne.  When  the  time  came 
for  Jesus  to  go  to  the  synagogue  for 
worship,  he  did  not  find  excuses  to 
stay  away.  He  did  not  drag  out  the  pet 
excuses  that  people  have  used 
through  the  years:  hard 

week  and  I  n^  my  rest,  there  are  so 
many  hyprocrites  down  there,  or  I 
can  worship  him  on  the  lake  or  golf 
course  the  same  as  in  church.”  Jesus 
made  his  way  to  the  Lord’s  house  on 
the  appointed  day. 

Corporate  worship  is  essential  for 
spritual  development.  If  you  are  at 
all  concerned  about  the  vitality  of 
your  inner  person,  you  will  incorpo¬ 
rate  regular  worship  into  your 
weekly  routine.  Our  church  services 
are  not  by  any  means  all  that  they 
ought  to  be.  One  finds  there  poor 
preaching,  bad  music,  antiquated 
theology,  ugly  architecture,  hypo- 
critical  people.  But  one  also  finds 
there  sincerity,  beatity,  devotion, 
depth,  and  earnestness  about  moral 


values.  What  you  find  at  church  de¬ 
pends  on  part  on  that  for  which  you 
are  looking.  The  first  principle  for  at¬ 
tending  church  is  to  go  in  a  receptive, 
not  in  a  critical  attitude. 

The  fault  finding  spirit  will  drive 
out  the  worshiping  attitude  more 
quickly  than  will  anything  else. 
There  is  rarely  a  church  service, 
however  poorly  conducted,  from 
which  one  cannot  get  some  spiritual 
value  if  he  will  take  to  it  a  seeking  and 
not  a  critical  spirit. 

So,  follow  the  example  of  Jesus. 
Haul  yourself  out  of  b^.  (jlet  up  in 
time  to  prepare  yourself  and  get  on 
down  to  the  church  for  Bible  study 
and  worship.  You  will  be  glad  you 
did. 

Luke  informs  us  that  Jesus  went 
back  to  Nazareth.  There  must  have 
been  quite  a  stir  when  Jesus  re¬ 
turned.  It  was,  after  all,  his 
hometown.  You  can  imagine  how  the 
local  people  were  anxious  to  hear 
from  Uiis  homegrown  teacher  whose 
fame  was  spreading.  When  Jesus  at¬ 
tended  the  synagogue  on  the  sabbath, 
he  was  asked  to  read.  He  read  Isaiah 
61:1-2. 

No  more  appropriate  text  could 
have  been  selected  for  the  beginning 
of  his  ministry.  In  Isaiah,  Jesus  had 
found  the  clue  to  his  own  ministry.  It 
was  preaching  good  news  to  the  poor, 
comforting  the  brokenhearted,  re¬ 
leasing  those  captive  to  disease  and 
sin,  ai^  setting  at  liberty  those  who 
were  oppressed. 


“This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled 
in  your  ears.”  It  was  tantamount  to 
saying  that  he  was  the  Messiah. 

II.  The  preaching  of  Jesus  (Luke 
4:31-32,43-44) 

Jesus  went  to  Capernaum.  This  is  a 
town  located  beside  the  sea  of 
Galilee.  'There  he  began  to  teach  the 
people.  They  were  astonished  at  the 
power  and  authority  of  his  teaching. 
Jesus  then  began  to  preach  through¬ 
out  the  entire  region  of  Galilee. 

Luke  informs  us  that  Jesus  came 
preaching.  It  was  the  priority  of  his 
life.  I  would  like  to  have  heard  Jesus 
preach.  It  would  be  fascinating  to 
hear  his  tone  of  voice,  to  see  the  ges¬ 
tures  of  his  hands.  I  think  to  have 
heard  Jesus  preach  would  have  been 
a  tremendous  experience. 

The  preaching  of  Jesus  was  porta¬ 
ble  preaching.  E>o  you  realize  that  we 
have  no  notes  he  used?  We  have  no 
manuscript  that  he  penned.  We  don’t 
have  a  single  document  that  Jesus 
himself  wrote.  How  is  it  then  that  we 
have  his  words?  It  was  because  his 
preaching  was  portable  preaching. 
People  heard  it.  They  went  to  hear 
him  preach  and  then  they  went  back 
homf.  'They  retold  what  they  had 
heard.  His  preaching  was  so  power¬ 
ful  that  they  could  remember. 

His  preaching  pointed  people  to  the 
love  of  God.  He  came  proclaiming 
good  news  to  people  with  great  needs. 
His  message  stUl  brings  peace  and 
joy  to  those  who  hear  and  respond. 


Jonah’s  flight 

By  Bill  Causey,  pastor.  Parkway,  Jackson 
Jonah  1:1-2:10 


Jonah  shows  us  that  when  God’s 
people— not  just  prophets— resist 
God’s  mission,  that  God  is  compelled 
to  use  his  providences  to  restore 
them  to  usefulness  in  service. 

l.  Jonah’s  resistance  (1:1-3) 

“The  word  of  the  Lord”  makes  the 
message  of  Jonah  clearly  a  serious 
matter  ( 1 ) .  II .  Kings  14 : 25  tells  of  this 
prophet  Jonah.  The  message  given 
was  a  call  for  repentance  to  be  issued 
by  him  against  the  ancient  city  of 
Nineveh  (2).  Nineveh  is  to  be  located 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tigris  river  in 
Mesopotamia  to  the  east.  Jonah  re¬ 
sisted  the  call  of  God  and  attempted 
to  go  as  far  west  (Tarshish)  as  he 
could.  The  exact  location  of  Tarshish 
is  uncertain,  but  it  was  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  Nineveh  (3a).  To  ef¬ 
fect  his  plan  to  escape  “God’s  pre¬ 
sence,”  he  went  to  Joppa  (part  of 
modem  Tel  Aviv)  to  take  a  ship  (3b). 
n.  The  sailors’  respect  (1:4-18) 

The  journey  is  intercepted  by  a 
great  storm  which  threatened  the 
ship  (4).  The  heathen  sailors  became 
fearful  and  began  praying.  They 
tried  to  lighten  the  ship  by  throwing 
cargo  overboard.  In  contrast  to  the 
sailors,  Jonah  had  gone  below  and 
was  asleep  (5).  The  captain  en¬ 
treated  him  to  pray  to  his  God  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  not  perish  (6). 
TTiey  set  about  determining  whether 
{uiy  on  board  had  offended  his  God  to 
bring  about  such  a  calamity.  They 
soon  were  interrogating  Jonah  (7-8) 
about  his  origins  and  mission.  He 
then  acknowl^ges  who  he  is  and  who 
his  God  is  (9). 

The  heatoen  were  shocked  that  a 
man  would  be  unfaithful  to  his  (tod 
(10)  and  wanted  to  know  what  they 
could  do  to  save  the  vessel  and  them¬ 
selves  (11).  His  suggestion  was  that 
they  throw  him  overboard  but  the 
sailors  (more  respectful  of  God  than 
(tod’s  messenger)  tried  vainly  to  row 
to  the  shore  (12-13).  They  even 
prayed  to  Jonah’s  (tod  that  they  not 
be  held  accountable  (14)  and  then 
threw  him  into  the  sea.  The  sea 
calmed,  increasing  their  respect  for 
Jonah’s  God  (15-16). 

m.  The  Lord’s  response  (1:17) 

“The  Lord  appointed”  carries  with 

it  the  impLcation  that  (tod  antici¬ 
pated  the  event  and  providentially 
responded.  The  “great  fish”  was 
where  it  was  “appointed”  to  be.  The 
fish  swallowed  Jonah  and  kept  him 
down  three  days  and  three  nights 
(17).  By  Hebrew  reckoning  any  part 
of  any  day  or  night  was  counted  a 
whole  day  (as  the  three  days  and 
nights  of  the  entombment  of  Jesus). 
rV.  The  privet’s  return  (1:18-2:18). 

The  prophet  prays  (2:1)  and  his  re¬ 
hearsal  of  the  experience  in  the  in¬ 
cluded  psalm  (2-9)  is  instructive  for 
our  faith.  “I  called ...  He  answered” 
is  the  testimony,  not  only  of  Jonah, 
but  of  God’s  people  generally.  “I 
cried.  . .  You  heard”  reminds  that  he 
hears  us  from  whatever  cir¬ 
cumstance  (2).  In  verse  three  he 
acknowledges  (tod’s  involvement  in 
all  this  and  the  terrors  he  experi¬ 
enced  as  he  knew  he  was  away  from 
(tod.  He  is  prompted  to  look  to  the 
source  of  his  faith  (4).  He  vividly  re¬ 
counts  being  surrounded  by  water 
and  overwhelmed  by  it.  Seaweed  was 


around  his  head  and  he  went  down  to 
.“the  pit”— corruption  or  grave.  “I 
descended  . . .  You  brought  me  up” 
affirms  again  his  knowledge  of  God’s 
presoice  and  providence  in  the  midst 
of  his  despair.  He  calls  him  Lord  and 
God  (5-6). 

As  he  felt  his  life  fading  he  turned  to 
the  Lord  he  had  resisted  for  help.  He 
was  conscious  that  his  prayer  “got 
through”  to  God’s  very  presence; 
into  (tod’s  holy  temple  (7).  He  avers 
that  those  who  turn  to  mere  idols  turn 
from  this  very  source  of  merciful 
help  (8).  'This  vivid  memory  of  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  depths  engenders 
thanksgiving  and  worship  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life  and  prompts  the 
assertion  that  “salvation  is  from  the 
Lord”  (9). 

He  has  returned  spiritualjy  to  the 
Lord— and  is  physically  returned  to 
dry  land  by  the  Lord. 


MAF  to  fly 
food  for  Africa 

REDLANDS,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Mis¬ 
sion  Aviation  Fellowship,  and  evang- 
lical  agency  that  provides  flight  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Third  World,  has  sent  a 
DeHavillaod  'Twin  Otter  to  begin  fly¬ 
ing  relief  to  drought  stricken  nations 
of  South-(tontral  Africa.  The  plane 
will  carry  food  and  relief  workers 
into  Zimbabwe,  Lesotho  and  possibly 
Mozambique,  three  of  the  hardest-hit 
nations. 

The  United  Nations  reports  that  150 
million  people  in  several  African  na¬ 
tions  are  tlveatened  with  starvation 
and  disease  because  of  a  drought.  UN 
Secretary-G«jeral  Javier  Perez  has 
warned  that  5  million  children  will 
die  this  year  because  of  malnutrition 
or  hunger-related  illness. 


And  what  greater  calamity  can  fall 
upon  a  nation  than  the  loss  of 
worship.— Emerson. 
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Mississippians 
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f 

This  page  shows  Mississippians  at 
the  Southe^^yfeaptist  Convention. 
From  right,  going  clockwise  are 
Michael  Jackson  a  convention  page 
from  First  Church,  Amory;  Tom  and 
Gloria  Thurman,  Mississippians  who 
are  missionaries  to  Bangladesh;  Joy 
and  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  and  Yazoo  City  na¬ 
tive  George  Davis,  dean  of  under¬ 
graduate  studies  at  Criswell  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies,  talking  with  new  SBC 
first  vice  president,  Zig  Ziglar,  another 
Yazoo  City  native  and  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Dallas,  and  at  far  right  are 
Paige  Patterson,  and  Charles  Shelby, 
president  and  vice  president  for  de¬ 
velopment,  respectively,  at  Criswell 
Center;  the  Mississippi  College  booth 
in  the  exhibit  hall  won  first  place  in  its 
class  in  the  Baptist  Public  Relations 
Association  competition;  on  the  phone 
talking  with  reporters  in  Jackson  is 
Nathan  Barber,  pastor  of  First,  Bay  St. 
Louis;  D.  J.  Benson,  pastor  of  Salem 
Heights  Church,  Laurel;  Krystal  Dixon 
and  Rertee  Townsend  of  Edon  Church, 
Stringer,  eat  an  ice  cream  which' was 
what  many  messengers  had  to  substi¬ 
tute  for  meals  in  the  short  breaks  in 
sessions;  lr)dy  Whitten.  Mississippian 
who  is  a  missionary  to  Equatorial 
Guirtea,  speaks  during  the-fereign  mis¬ 
sions  presentation;  and  below  is  Terry 
Minton,  pastor  of  East  McComb 
Church,  McComb,  who  caught  a  ride 
on  a  downtown  trolley  to  get  to  a  ses¬ 
sion,  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas;  Thur¬ 
man  photo  by  Warren  Johnson). 
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A  50-50  split  in  Kansas  City 


A  WOMAN'S  PtAce  IS  IN  THe  HOMS 
•mAT^  WH6l^e  THeg  vMives  Aize  this  weeic/ 


as  expected;  and  the  conservatives  personalities  for  president  and  vice-  elusive,  and  ballots  were  necessary, 

came  away  with  all  but  one  of  the  president  were  elected.  Jerry  Vines,  It  was  a  harried  convention  as  time 

victories  in  closely  decided  contests,  co-pastor  First  Church,  Jackson-  ran  short  for  deliberation,  amend- 

The  first  test  came  early.  Almost  ville,  Fla.,  nominated  Charles  Stan-  ments  bit  into  discussion  time  for  re-, 

immediately  after  the  convention  ley,  pastor  of  First  Churdi,  Atlanta,  solutions,  and  the  parliamentarians 

opened,  a  movement  surfaced  to  hold  for  president.  He  received  52.18  were  central  figures  as  decisions 

up  the  allocation  of  the  Baptist  Joint  cent  of  the  vote  on  the  first  ballot  were  needed  with  regularity.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs  from  compared  with  the  combination  of  parliamentarians  were  James  Sem- 
the  1130  million  budget  of  the  conven-  26.28  percent  for  Grady  Cothen  of  pie,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Paris, 
tion.  The  motion  was  made  by  Ed-  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  and  21.53  per-  Tex.,  and  Jack  Johnson,  executive 
ward  Drake  of  Texas,  a  member  of  cent  for  John  Sullivan,  pastor  of  director-treasurer  for  Arizona  Bap- 
First  Church,  Dallas,  and  part  of  the  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  La.  lists. 

conservative  group.  Those  support-  Cothen  was  nominated  by  ^  Baker,  The  resolutions,  which  have  been 
ing  it  were  Gary  Crum  of  pastor  of  Plymouth  Park  Church,  given  more  promiment  attention  in 
Washington,  D.C.;  Jimmy  Jackson  Irving,  Tex.;  and  Sullivan  was nomi-  the  past  few  years,  were  put  off  at 
of  Alabama,  and  Adrian  Rogers  of  nated  by  James  Pleitz,  pastor  of  least  twice,  thus  whittling  away  time 
Tennessee.  <3pposing  the  effort  were  Park  Cities  Church,  Dallas.  left  for  discussion.  Finally  the  con- 

Hugh  Wamble  of  Missouri,  Porter  Zig  Ziglar,  a  lay  member  of  First  vention  approved  a  procedure 

Routh  of  Tennessee,  and  Paul  Church,  Dallas,  was  elected  first  whereby  each  of  the  10  resolutions 
Pridgen  of  South  Carolina.  vice-president  as  expected,  but  only  would  be  discussed  for  no  more  than 

Whether  or  not  any  person  sup-  after  a  run  off.  Ziglar,  a  native  of  eight  minutes  each,  including 
ported  or  opposed  any  effort  was  cer-  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  was  nominated  by  amendment  efforts.  That  meant  al- 
tainly  a  matter  ol  his  own  decision  Tom  Melzoni,  a  staff  member  at  most  no  discussion, 
and  conscience.  Those  taking  the  First  Church,  Dallas.  He  was  in  a  run  It  was  not  expected  to  be  an  easy 

stands,  however,  were  judged  by  the  off  for  the  office  with  Don  Wideman,  convention,  and  it  wasn’t.  Before  it 

convention  to  be  aligned  with  one  or  a  Missouri  pastor,  who  was  nomi-  was  over,  the  patience  of  many  mes- 

the  other  of  the  factions. 'The  effort  to  nated  by  Davis  Cooper  of  Colorado,  sengers  had  been  strained.  By  the 

hold  up  the  funding  of  the  Baptist  On  the  second  ballot  Ziglar  got  58.53  time  it  was  over  many  were  angry,  do  we  fit  into  all  of  this?  We  are  going  vention. 

Joint  Committee  failed  by  a  51.65  percent  of  the  vote.  Some  were  saying  that  perhaps  such  to  be  heard.  The  messages  of  Southern  Semi¬ 
percent  vote  against  it.  Ziglar  was  prominent  during  the  an  experioice  was  good  for  Southern  Poliaps  this  convention  could  be  nary  professor  Lewis  Drummond 

For  the  roost  part  the  votes  we^a  week.  He  appeiu^d  on  the  program  of  Baptists  and  would  shake  the  conven-  compared  to  the  statement  attri-  were  interesting  and  inspirational, 

split  on  about  such  a  percentage,  the  Pastors’  Conference  and  also  tion  out  of  its  lethargy.  Rumblings  buted  to  Japanese  Admiral  And  the  president’s  address  by 

S^emessengers'expressed  the  fear  brought  the  closing  message  of  the  were  heard  about  a  completely  new  Yamamoto  immediately  following  Jimmy  Draper,  printed  in  last 

that  the  convention  might  run'out  of  convention.  movement  that  would  tell  both  the  Pearl  Harbor— “I  fear  that  all  we  week’s  Baptist  Record,  was  very  well 

ballots  before  the  end  of  the  meeting.  The  election  of  the  second  vice-  Pressler-Patterson  forces  and  the  have  accomplished  is  to  awaken  a  received  by  the  messengers. 

’The  officers  of  the  convention  and  president  didn’t  go  as  predicted.  Sherman  forces  to  get  out  of  the  way  sleeping  giant.”  In  my  25  years  of  attending  conven- 

the  Pastors’  Conference  were  elected  Robert  Tenery  nominated  Robert  because  the  “grass  roots”  Baptis^,  In  spite  of  all  of  the  tension,  there  tjons,  I  have  never  been  to  one  quite 

just  about  as  indicated  before  the  Click,  a  Kansas  pastor;  and  Davis  were  going  to  take  over.  Some  said  were  many  inspiring  moments  at  this  g  profound 

meetings.  In  the  Pastors’  Confer-  nominated  Widemap  again.  Others  the  two  groups  had  “polarized  us  and  year’s  convention.  Perhaps  the  high-  effect  on  Southern  Baptists.  We  must 

aice,  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bei-  were  nominated,  but  these  two  were  paralyzed  us.”  light  was  the  convention  sermon,  ^gjj  jq  effect  will  be. 

levue  Church,  Memphis,  nominated  in  a  run  off;  and  Wideman  was  Southern  Baptist  churches  will  be  preached  by  Russell  Dilday,  presi-  whatever  it  is  it  will  be  determined 

0.  S.  Hawkins  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  elected  with  72  percent  of  the  vote,  able  to  continue  to  minister  in  their  dent  of  Southwestern  Seminary  and  character  of  Southern  Bap- 

Fla.,  for  president;  and  he  won.  As  was  expected,  the  nomination  of  own  communities  and  carry  out  indi-  printed  in  this  issue.  The  singing  of  ^3^3 

Bailey  Smith,  pastor  of  First  South-  Paul  Pressler,  lay  member  of  First  vidual  missions  projects  until  the  end  Dean  Wilder  is  always  inspiring.  The 

em  Church,  Del  City,  Okla.,  nomi-  Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  to  fill  the  un-  of  time;  but  if  a  concerted  missions  foreign  mission  report  was  chal-  "k  1 

nated  Robert  Tenery,  pastor  of  Bur-  expired  term  on  the  SBC  Executive  eff(»t  is  to  be  projected,  there  can  be  lenging.  FMB  President  Keith  Parks  “y  a 

Conunittee  of  former  Texas  pastor  few  more  50-50  conventions.  said  during  the  report,  “I  shudder  to  ®yes  and  looked,  and,  braold,  there 

-  -  -  --  .  stood  a  man  over  against  him  with  his 

sword  drawn  in  his  hand;  and  Joshua 
went  unto  him,  said  unto  him.  Art 
thou  for  us,  or  for  our  adva^ries? 
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RUtlHS' AWARD 
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